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Sir Walter Citrine to 


Tories Flood Congress With Bills 


Depriving Uni f Strik 
By EDWARD LORING 
WASHINGTON, D. C.—Seizing on the few 
one or two ill advised AFL jurisdictional conflicts on def: 
Southern tory bloc and its allies such as Clare Hoffman of 


nse 


duced anti-strike legislation in the House which provides punishments for stoppages 
ne to life imprisonment. 





in defense industries ranging all the way from a $5,000 fi 
These harsh restrictions on labor are unnessecary because the 


ney Hillman’s Defense Commission mechanism, the recul 















































Knudsen to Be Named U.S. Arms Chief 





the 


Communi sf provoked 


ciliation services have sufficient power to prevent important stoppages. It has Sid- 
ar Labor Department Con- 


















Organize Allies for Spring | 
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President Reported 
Worried by Slow » 
Defense Pace 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—It is almost certain 
that William S. Knudson will be appointed co- 


ordinator of national defense as soon as the 
President returns from his Carribean cruise. 
Mr. Roosevelt in recent months has been re- 


ported much annoyed with the management of 
the program. Knudsen has 
charge of production in the National Defense 


defense been in 
Advisory Commission, but he has not had actual 
authority, resulting in a constant shifting of re- 
sponsibility, with consequent waste of time and 
materials. 

After seeing figures 
President Roosevelt decided that this nation now 
needs another Bernard M. Baruch. Since Sep- 
tember of 1939, we have been able to ship to 
Britain only 2,500 planes, of which only 1,044 


on actual production, 


Courtesy 


were fighters and bombers. Even now we are 


able to send only 250 planes a month and not 
until next July will we be in a position to send 


500 a month. Since President Roosevelt’s rule 


Anti-U.S. 


of thumb on shipments gives the British 50 per 





hop." 


cor vention. 


cent of our production, this means that our total 
The United States Goverr 
a treaty by embargoing the 
lic, having 
International 
opening the 


AFL armament as planned will not be completed for 
another three years. 
Since last 


mately 850,000 old rifles and small arms; 50,000 


recognized 
Telephone 
to 


June, we have shipped approxi- 


& 
door 
light machine guns, 25,000 heavy machine guns, 


loan. 


hundred million dol 

That hundred mi 
Hemisphere 
billions on defer 


and a large portion of our 3,450 old French 75s, 
which come out of World War stocks. Add to 
this 30 the 50 over-age 


destroyers, and you have the total of our “aid,” 


Rights a 


se to ke epa 


merehant els and just 





strikes, and 


something about Hitler 
and by Sir Samuel Hoare, t 
Britain, who now is t 
Madrid. 


The plan is founded upon F 


s backbone panzer 


the of Hitler’s 


divisions, are at least ten months behind sched- 


ih as form 


government con- ; ; : 
ule. Plane production, which by this month was 
to have hit the 1,000-unit level, is now at the 
























































AVANTI! 


Franco Seeks Funds 
Here to Pay for 


By BRYCE OLIVER 


Frar 


Hitle 


South America by settling with Franco for a one 


1. 
llion is going to buy for the 
wh 


Muss 














rive in Europe 
: Trade Unions Now 


/,000,000 Strong, 
Swing Behind Plan 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 


LONDON.—( Passed 
the dynamism of Er 
Britain is preparing 
in March or April—a drive w! 
Norway and the Continent. 

War Minister Anthony 
plan to invade Europe, 
cently, somewhere along 
line which the Nazis must 
to Biscay. By sprir factories in Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand, India, and United 
States will be supplying Britain with huge ton- 
nage in planes, steel, munit trucks, food, 
and other war material. Despite the coventriz- 
ing of city after city in the Midlands—bombings 
which have cut British production by thirty per 
cent—the English will have an almost inex- 
haustible supply of munitions. 

A report by Laborite Lord Strabelgi, which 
this correspondent saw recently, reveals that 
large concentrations of German troops are being 
maintained only at a limited number of points 
because large garrisons are required in the in- 
terior of all occupied territories as well as near 
the coasts. The Germans at present, says Lord 
Strabolgi, keep 330,000 men in Norway alone, 
equal to fully one-tenth of the Norwegian popu- 
lation. The British intelligence service has dis- 
covered that 300,000 of the most reliable Nazi 
soldiers, with tanks and aircraft, are needed to 
garrison Germany proper. With millions of Ger- 
man troops fixed at certain points, the British 
plan will n g large bodies of men 
by sea to points not easily reached by reil. In 
the RAF will nightly raid rail 
junctions nside Germany to disrupt 
the transport system, in order that total mobili- 
zation may 1ampered when the time comes. 

In preparation for this offensive, a vast new 
expansion and speedup of munitions production 
is now under way, and frequent callg go out for 
additional labor. For obvio reasons it is im- 
possible to give anticipated requirements, but 
that than 1,000,000 
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Telegraph, is now 
r’s “New Order” in 
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broken 
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iment, meantime, the W 
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. . 7 ; + 7 lax ¥ | . ‘ s ] } 7 hu tic 
building work, the : ee ; ; Washington is following out a plan for Spain ill be required by British 
LZ 9 3 she pth fi as ns - aivahion és P + a 
Michigan, have intro for which Britain has paid cash in advance. which never was concocted here but by Lord munitions industries by next spring. Well over 
; artgeeenns Nae Investigation shows that medium weight tanks, Halifax. who still thinks the V can do half of that number be women. Production 


atican V 
: of planes and ships will be doubled if present 
plans can 

The Government 


Franco, 





be carried out. 


1e arch-appeaser of | 
is getting complete coopera- 


ish ambassador at 








tion from the trade unions. It is interesting to 
. - . at * Qas rhey 7) ee . 
“ranco’s urgent need note that in 1933, when Hitler came to power, 




































ciliation service, and Edward F. McGrady, who einai 700 mark. Much of this comes from factories fo, food. Having announced that Spain was there were 4,392,000 persons in British unions; 
ae ge w ; a ka Pp biierage adv pice Minnesota bor relatio which Governor like Vultee which turn out only trainers. The non-belligerent in favor of the axis, Franco pro- after nearly sixteen months of war the number 
Secretary 0 ar Stimsor eviously sist : 4 : tig i P ‘ , ‘ is approaching 7,000,000. Tell that to vour left- 
Secretary of Lal MeGrad\ ! vi G.O.P. ad ition pushed through original plans for an armada of 50,000 planes ceeded to scare the daylights out of Whitehall pproaching 4, sUUU. Tell that to your left 
ant Secretary of Labor, McGrady, Is now vice nt ’ f Farmer-Lat | hel Tt if bv looking cr let Gilealter wing critics. In all of the important govern- 
weidan sharco D Bt s Pe ° i. ) ve Ca ol ‘arme! mbor socia lave | r en alved. > ar > ‘ces at ¥ IOKING cross-eyveda a y1Dralitar.. : ‘ . ‘ ‘. r: 
president in charge of labor relatio or th 1 Vint a alae ' ‘ have long been shelved 1e armed force , Mititen sunastinn 3 eed ahenvees ment departments men have been taken in from 
: s p é ‘ } nnesot; ylar as EE he o . ° . ailte , according o some snrey opservers ° . ° ¢ 
Radio Corporation of America and has the con rp TS Be ene eer present have less than 1,500 first-line fighters. py ‘ a Apbiie *TS the trade unions to assist the ministers in 
fidence of business us well ; fn ; apes ! 0 Republicans and has earned ; F , of the diplomatic scene, argued this way: \ 
ee Se Amesroer 4 ee che G ~ ve a Se A bottleneck in production of range-finders and ee ; ' ' ' , charge. 
idlein euavemant i r § ( utation in Repub- Franco may be complet under the domina- T} . eee ‘. : 
. ° . > 1ions are active in nrotectinge the i ™ 
T . er y j i apit so much so that gun-sights is reported holding up light and tion of Hitler, and surely his brother-in-law Min- ne unions are active in protecting the inter 
The restrictions offered in Congre are pal > : : A ‘ ] : :- . Apes a Bee ae ests of workers bombed out of their homes and 
f a systemat so a s n Sy} 4 f made the G.O.P. heavy guns for the army and navy. Only re-_ ister of Foreign Affairs, Suner, is cracking the . : , . , ; , 
or a systematic plan devise ‘ . , P t } tulked of * ; 5 1 ‘ Hit] Ww 2 4 of victims hit in factories and workshops. They 
P iter i being uike of ¢ Eten » We —_ . ‘ ’ cark rh or itle e “rane he nancis 1 ° ° 7 ? 
for adoption by st gislatures where t viet sie ; A cently did the Eastman company get to work on = WAlp for Hitler. + Franco the financial ane pressing the government for immediate re- 
old Guard Democrats and the Republicans wor | ' “ a $12,000,000 order for this equipment. gp to strengthen his own position against housing of the homeless and replacement of lost 
, eed etn me Vail elaet oon, 4 , nder t nnesota plan workers must give ue . ; ‘ this war-monger Suner. Then Franco will stay ie re A: , 
control. It developed it =o eee acon ’ € grievar ai 1 i . agp There are some bright spots in this picture. ntil the P ea - des ‘Y personal property. has promised his col- 
shortly after the 1938 G.O.P. election sweep in otice of g Vances and intention to strike, n oe ; - ‘ d put until the Pope can begin working properly leagues that the remaining 600,000 jobless work- 
« > vetail +4 r ° ¢ 4} after w ( period must intervent in One is the fact that the entire output of ma- on Franco. If anybody) an keep Spain out of thi ] } } } be. ; 
many states. It dovetails with the report of the pei sh um i ; i h ted ‘ - at any y can Keep spain out of this ers will soon be absorbed. He is speeding up 
=e : ° ° = . } } . he ‘ . f the h , s “OC a3) r > as , exp p say the Pone oc: . ° " . . P 
’ National Association of Manufacturers Em con can be made. If the chine tools produced by the vastly expanded war the Pope can. the training of men and women for special in- 
’ ployee Relations Committee, in which the Fove I the strike affects the American machine tool industry will go to the Besides, appeasing Franco financially wouldn’t dustries, such as engineering, shipbuilding, and 
t > ¢ : } ] nterest | v end the ‘riod t . . : “ost Great ritain a farthine ] P tha , TY - ‘ 
N.A.M. urges the freezing of employer-employ _ ex 4 4 the pr ay! 4 factories working on national defense, especi- Cost Great Britain a farthing. All of the money the metal trades. There are now 28 centers 
rolati shin for the duration defense em«e thirt i hr dall said that the plan hac , ‘ a with which Franco was backed j he Spanis} there civiliar ‘kers are taugh } ale} 
relationship for the duration of defer em caret ip his state and had kent ally those turning out planes and munitions. ich inco was backed in the Spanish where civilian workers are taught the killed 
gency. Specifically this means that the gove ! nl tate and had ke] : - , Civil War was held in England. That was the trades and nine others will shortly be opened. 
: ree rikes at a m 1um. He right. The G.O.P This means that at least 115 machine tool com- seagr P be aa See . " : 2 
ment should enforce labor itute hrough the : ees : F ; : 7 : way the appeasing Chamberlain Government Four centers are in operation training soldiers 
courts and not by withholding defense « rand | itior Minnesota has virtually crip- panies will shortly begin devoting their entire helped to dig the grave of Spanish democracy) for employment in industry when y are finally 
. . nled ! } : ° a 4s : : 1 . “ag 1 K 1] . ee i = 
from those whose policies are under criticism p ! ; capacity to defense work. In addition the De- in the first place. It would be necessary for Eng- demobilized. All persons are paid while they 
by governmental boards (N.L.R.B., etc.) I eee see eenator i er a fense Commission has finally got around to land only to release that money for Franco to train. They receive money for lodgings, plus a 
“~hargce ith adminis ine specific stat than the others bec Ci iueprint Tor . aie a ith as he choses. And this hac heer ne epson: allowance nc monev for theij ie 
charged with adn pals AAR dae abe f R att ae ae surveying the facilities of the scores of small do with as he ch SES. And this has been done. personal allowance and money for their de 
The N.A.M. ha asked — the vernmer to epublica tude ind woul ; 4 f . ’ ' London City, which once backed Franco (hop- pendent 
‘ . . ] . ) W Willki had ants "2 able turnin ol nuge ¢ unts ° Ft, . - t kT) ’ 1 ° es 4 
guarantee tnat | ) vO 1 mide av ! WY TLE 1 si i ni stata pe we = 18 ane ing to own him) has now released the one halter There ha been no restric yn of civil liber- 
take not to midation or high een elected if properly coordinated. Some of these plants they had about Franco’s neck. He’s free of the ties. Debate in the has centered about 
pressure methods to increase members} Suc ! Sa i g recognized, have only fifteen to 150 lathes, but in the ag- British now. That’s the appeasement. the freeing of ro-Nazi Black Shirt leader 
unions; not to exert pressure to force accept would hav ttle chance o or even of Py We ae - } — I , : | : maakt, Moseley. 
; I gregate they would ease the bottleneck, ranco’s speec Li é welcoming the At ] 
ance of the closed or union shop; not to rmit ‘ lera h ndignation . er : ele uw t : site SU a Si Jewish refugees are being given extreme free- 
ae Secest a Vac Ngelnr ek sarc ae Geeta Je, In addition, the National Defense Commission W0"! ao aes He said: “We aspire to be ipo aD ane i Aye wn 
ee ee ae ee tg Maga Y ck i just released its first actual figures on de- {)°,“Piritua’ a of the Hispanic world.” And WS SROINE Le CaNESr Laat Shins 
i itv 4 } att o: } ther words ¢ abot co ( ) el nS ion ate — 7 CICaSet ° os UUs “5 0 gz . } } } me - estap ‘ nts 
tinuity of operation.” In othe rds a “la I erie ated bp} 5 ‘as ie : as to further this aim a new set-up has been cre- si ™ 5 ’ Gi apo agents. 
truce” during rearmament. Of course, labor ‘ n calling ke defense worl fense production. This report dials with the ateq under the direction of the so-called “Cor thi new categories of Germans and 
will not consent, at 1 the N.A.M., through ji “ ut giving prior opportunity for settlem nt. shipbuilding field. It reveals that new fighting federacion Fascista Sudamericana,” wit ad Austrians elig ia Seals, rom internment 
friends in Congress, bringing other pressure It i e] | he nite agents are not ships are joining the fleet at the rate of one quarters in Madrid. were announced. They are those who have made 
) y »>mbe 9 Ponresentative ( ard VW onl rent ) ! ie to tre » a : . mri. : or . Pa utstanding cont tio science, learne- 
«© On November 28 Re ative Howard W : 5 every twelve days. This indicates that the This “Confederacior ou A sy 5 ¢ I ) al crence, ee 8 
; introduced ) ro ! i 1 would actu- ‘ ) p 0 | Ww study- 
Smith arene " ee ‘ rete $7,700,000,000 ship construction and alteration ‘UPPly Hispanic-American ee eee nines 
é ment for e fo ng rastic antl ee ieee : ep the ideology of fascist Spai ng at a unive ( t al « re; and 
destroying prope: sed ' . suld give them a better chance to program is proceeding more rapidly than any fod as aoe 2 as the » hav ? r more 
the national def rram. Ti neasure | ropaganda. other branch of defense work. a nibpnigtie tl vent) ! 
, “ mans, but it is far mon ; s 
would also make it unlaw yo oan ¢ e - saan — : A hint that Juan Negrin, pro-Soviet prime 
organizatior because of read eultural i. 
: | = Itun ) 
working 01 national d ( acts t t P ; n f Re Spain, had been asked 
change hours, rates of pay, or wor gy Col : | _e 7 yah pe a ; ive Engla ) Genet ¢ as 
‘ | e one d ( t \ ee ederacion” | I ? s ereiy 
tions until thirty days after notice h Y . “ 1 > Negrin received 
. : 4 ‘ ; ° e nas to overce ( of r equipment 4 5 a } 
given to the workers and the Secretary of Labor . - . YMIC é1r ea | — Va A gov ner apology 
, . ar rogran Re ) propaganda S ’ han ty 
If this bill became law it would provide punis! 00ve 9 C 0 9 ‘ Pee nee pee é British Labor Party 
ment for atten ! to “requir persons t and so the “Confederacion” radio propaganda to = |eade, It w : ed that 
‘s » * - , the Western emisphere s be - » wi 
a join a union. lr} tent of Smith's | j ) | 7 J e ns . ry * : . I ! Negrir very n who 
vious. Smith is head of the pe committee | CW nt e CaS Ope eee eee E 
which investigated the N.L.R.B. recent But the Germans neve! ‘ a . 
Part of the Senator Byrd 1 I | WithOMs & 60S ’ f Sout 
‘ . ' n ( \ f ’ ) ) . 
Cox, Georgia Repress HH " u Hoover Amer A ) O ( ¢ S M 
ee os : se as , Ee: make he dewres ata an mviarino remempers 
Smiths pre sa and t va ) | 7 vitn e first tive part, will be based on the slogan that Amer- na e pro a alange 
legislate all unions out of existence He } re seale and o f easeme! ica needs for itself all it can produce. Lind sa money for 1 T E d 25 Y W 
frequently mad atemer favor I g elf for: t will make several national broadcast pected to sup t \ o n ear ar on 
totalitarian government for t country tant It w be rt Hoover will use his National Committee Worth. Pa ! Rei h: Will Fi ht Alli 
, Clare Hoffman, who gained notoriety during center out H Fk Lo nel Lindbergh, to the Five Small Democracies in thi radio. c ‘ i ig ies 
the 1937 automobile sit-down stri by urging g Se ( ’ 1 dat ie | linking his organization to the Save And sn, wit \ - M ' D> , } 
that the army be used agai: } Met ca First and other isolationist groups. It over ‘ ( i Rent eT Yee 
introduced a measure outlawing strikes on de MeCe he itionsts is reported that Mervin K. Hart, notorious New Amer? Ky : 
fense propect He 1? i ‘ ) T \ ) ( ago «OT ne Tork pro-Fas« promoter, has been meeting Campaig i { . Ey y 
working on defense ' yg with Hoover and colleagues. made 4 ee 
to enter into employ contracts either w \ i | ( ttec While these men plan to oppose aid to Eng- ‘an nat ‘ G i ’ 
the federal governme: tne na ( re } | W i g t ! solatlonists land, they are doing nothing about stopping war for t 4 \ 4 1018 ~ Vi — 
directly, any violati ” cts being 1 supply Z ims material, oil and steel shipments to Japan, o tions, the pres 2 rne ff s — ey 
severely punished The measure ts s al to ¢ rt g Brit J 1 even to Russia. In recent weeks, Russia has Bu ‘ ‘ 7 ( ‘ hit 
“oppressive labor ractice the 1 s Ke lor England permitted to charter American tankers and Yacior t ” 
pickets, interference, with the right to work p 9 r ‘ Eng 500,000 rels to Vladivostok new ‘ s M 
° j ‘a Dp 
and delay or stoppage of const nm de i There is evidence even now that just as ¢ E ! 12 O48 ‘ P 
fense projects.” In addit Hot ! ea ! W ‘tiey Gratten and Harry Elmer Barnes linke I I “ts 
troduced a bill to outlaw closed-shop <¢ tract t dL a l nist activity to the German White G . + 
in defense industri s de iblished by the German embassy it ke < t my r 
The newly appointed Repu S 7 t e yn, sO several groups, previously de T ; 
Minnesota, Senator Joseph H. Ball, has intro ipon the ¢ De \ Aid S “sincerely isolationist” are cooperat- s 4 Alt p 
duced a measure for “conciliation and cooling” ing \ 9 2 William solationist committees subsidized by . this " S \ ee 
: . Por “i in metinnal def ‘ fr < ’ I men like publishe “Cormick af +) *} . ns = : 
‘ periods before strikes in national defenss ‘ R. Castle. for f Her- men like published McCormick of the Chi gt 11D : Se 
tries could be called. h Hoover, long pro-German, will Tribune. ‘ 















Page Two 


THE NEW LEADER 





Saturday, December 14, 1940 


overnment Maps Plan to Aid Consumers, Migrants, Jobbless 


Slum Housing Endangers Health of# 


36 Millions; 46 Millions Now atWork 


Dept. of Justice 
To Probe High 


Food Prices 
By GEORGE SHORT 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Recent 
activity of some government bu- 
reaus reveal that the administra- 
tion is mapping social reforms as 
progressive as those which 
marked its first eight years in 
office. Plans are being made for 
wider aid to the jobless, more in- 
clusive age brackets for social 
security payments, public hous- 
ing and federal health’ programs. 
These projects, though still in 
blueprint form, give the life to 
critics of the right and left, who 
are smearing Roosevelt through- 
out the country as the man who 
has forgotten his own principles. 

It is true that the best brains 
in. the Government service today 
are centered on devising ways to 
aid Britain, but the nation is not 
yet through with reform. It is 
not true that the President is 
“showing only minor interests in 
ideals for new domestic reforms 
and a corresponding interest in 
New Deal reformers,” as one 
Washington commentator recently 
put it. 


Migrants Destitude ¢ . f-[,-P Rejects 
Democrats’ 


Unity Bid 


Evidence of migrant workers 
destitution placed before the 
Tolan House Committee investi- 
gating itinerant labor will force 
action in Congress. The Tolan 
committee has been listening to 
migrant farmers 
from Califor- 
nias imperial 
Valley, through 
the Florida fruit 
sectors,and even 
from the indus- 
trialized states 
of New York 
and New Jersey. 

The Govern- 
ment’s anti-trust 
division recently 

Madame opened an_ in- 

Perkins vestigation to 
probe the forces 
which raise to prohibitive heights 
prices on bread, milk, meat, fish, 
cheese, canned fruits and vege- 
tables and fresh fruits and vege- 
tables. Despite these high prices 
the farmers remain bankrupt 
while, according to gevernment 
statistics, 45,000,000 persons ac- 
tually live on starvation diets. 

This investigation is the second 
of its kind, the first was in the 
field of housing and has resulted 
in 99 indictments against 1,538 
defendants and in 22 injunction 
suits. 

More than 9,000,000 families 
36,000,000 persons—with incomes 
below $1,500 a year live in slum 
homes so lacking in sanitary 
equipment and heat that this 
huge group is in constant danger 
of succumbing to the type of 
epidemic which hit the Western 
states last week. 





The government is making 
every effort to rehabilitate these 
Homes, first by putting more peo- 
ple back to work and secondly by 
securing private as well as fed- 
eral funds for slum clearance. In 
a recent Monopoly Ir vestigating 
Committee Report, Senator O’Ma- 
honey revealed that housing is 
now being provided only for the 
$2,000 a year group, and that 
wholesale building for the $1,500 
bloc of 36,000,000 persons would 
put millions back to work besides 
providing good living quarters for 
one fifth of the population. 


Employment Gains 


Current estimates by AFL stat- 
isticians put employment at an 
all time high: 46,063,000 hav 
jobs while 8,130,000 are still job- 
less. There are now 6,000,000 








more workers than there were in 
1929 when 46,000,000 persons had 
jobs. The government hopes the 
armament program will absorl 
about 4,000,000 workers and that 
all but the chronic unemployabk 

will be taken up through hous- 
ing reconstruction. 

But it will be impossible to put 
these millior back to work at 
more than $25 a week, Secretary 
of Labor Perkins estimates. I 
16,000,000 eY make | 
than that t 8,000,000 
earn less th: a ( 
several mi ‘ 
nine dollars a week. This mear 
that the government must con- 


tinue its relief projects to a 

the millions who will neve) 
able to find jobs; that it 
supply free foods out of iY 





pluses to keep near lf Ame? 
ica’s families on adequate diet 
institute a wide health service 


plan to aid those already | 
close to starvatio1 - 2 
the consumer by keeping pri 
from skyrocketing. 
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g KLANISHNESS 
Imperial a 5 
Series AD. 1924, AK. Lyi” 








Being Official Instructions in K-uno im 
the border Realm of Karacter from 
. the one who traversed the 
Realm of the Unknown, 
wrested the eolemn Secret 
from the grasp of Night 
and became the Imperial 
Master of the great lost 
Mystery. Words of timely 
Wisdom from the soul of 
the great Imperial Wizard, 
who out of Mystic Dark- 











A sign of revived activity— 
The cover of a Klan pamphlet 
containing official 

tions to members. 





» cool to the proposition. 


faction in the Democrats is led by 
a law partner of Governor Harold 


split, too. The meeting, las 


‘no left-wing leader 


heron observ- 
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1,270,000 
Negro Youth 
Jobless in U.S. 


By DANIEL BELL 
(Editors Note: —This is the 


third of a series by members of & 


the New Leader staff on youth. 


Of the 21 million youth in the 
United States between the ages 
of 16-24, 2,560,000 are Negroes. 
The November 1987 census of un- 
employment showed that 31 per 
cent of all colored youth in the 
16-24 age category were totally 
without work. If the wholly un- 
employed, partly unemployed and 
those engaged in emergency work 
were totaled, 50 per cent of col- 
ored youth lacked regular em- 
ployment, 

Of those who are employed, 
few are in jobs other than in 
service occupations and manual 
labor. The United States Census 
for 1930, which does not reflect 
the full effect of the depression, 
tells us that only 18.6 per cent of 
the gainfully employed Negro 
workers were engaged in the 
manufacturing of mechanical 
trades. Nearly 65 per cent on the 
other hand, ‘were employed in 
agricultural and in domestic and 
personal service occupations. 

A recent survey of Dr. Robert 
C. Weaver of the National De- 
fense Commission, sampling 78,- 
000 Negro skilled workers, cites 
the fact that only 51.6 per cent 
are employed in skilled occupa- 
tions. In 1930 the corresponding 
figure was 74.2 per cent. 

Negro leaders hoped that the 
defense program would absorb 
many of the Negro skilled work- 
ers, but Walter White of the Na- 
tional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored Peoples re- 
ports that in California Negro 
students are barred from the 
vocational aviation schools, un- 
less they obtain a letter from the 
aviation companies guaranteeing 
them jobs; and the aviation com- 
panies won’t take them because 
of a Jack of skill. 

Studies made by the American 
Youth Commission have placed 
the median weekly wage of Ne- 
gro youth at $7.98 and that of 
the while youth at $14.33. 

Living conditions are very 
hard. A random item: Almost 
two in five Negro boys who lived 
at home had other than family 
members sharing the apartment. 
The white average was one out 
of ten. 

But for the Negro, his urban 
situation is on a relatively high 
level when compared against his 
brethren in the rural areas. Of 
the more than 12,000,000 Ne- 
groes, more than 4,500,000 live in 
the South Atlantic states, with 
one million in Georgia alone. 
Another four million live in the 
south central and west central 
states of Texas, Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi, ete. There, their lives 
are the poorest among the share- 
cropping and tenant farmers. A 
study of farm earnings in Loui- 
siana showed a yearly average of 
$178, and in Tennessee, $125 

The net result is a pressure 
which leads towards crime and 
other social maladjustments. The 
U. S. Department ,of Justice 
Crime Report shows that of the 
554,376 fingerprinted arrests in 
teh United States more than 121,- 
000 were Negroes. Nearly 60 per 
cent. of those in prison today are 
between the ages of 15-30. The 
proportion for Negro youth are 
higher. 


















The new trainees marching into Fort Dix. 


““America”’ Reports Rise 


In Anti-Catholic Feeling 


Anti-Catholicism in the United States 
Catholic magazine America revealed recently as a result of 
Nearly 55 per cent of those 
questioned stated thai they had become aware of increasing 
anti-Catholic sentiment. 

s the pattern in Germany where anti-Semit- 
ism gave way re anti-Catholicism shortly after 
had outlived its usefulness to the Nazi propaganda machine. 

In this country much of this dangerous trend is due to 
the exploitation of Christian Front and Coughlinite activity 
by the Ku Klux Klan and other native fascist groups such as 
those who met recently in Chicago? 


is increasing the 


a poll of some 1,2 





terances in this official newspaper 


lyn, the largest in the world. 
» Spanish Civil War, 
rabidly pro-Franco and was 
F* instrumental in raising 
small appeasement and anti-Sem- . : 
7. Heaty was also the brother 


> oe the 


» confessions of several of 
» jury disagreed on 
. Later Father Brophy, 
Curran’s associates 
There is also widespread resent- 
i¢ as well as non- 
Catholie circles against the 
apes Prote ste nism mi ude last Sun- 


with a likelihood that 


over government munitions to the 





we may deplore it, i 


All this coupled with the recent 
that Protestantism 








through its organ the 


Fiery Cross devotes 
nearly half its pages to ana 
* clerical activities. 

f appeasement policies, 


000 Catholics in 3 





» preposterous prop- 








Lincoln Steffens were alive today 


Krom Memphis in Tennessee, 
government agents are looking into the 
set up a superstructure government over the legal municipal directors. 

Federal men are probing Memphis,. Tennessee, where the Boss Ed Crump’s political 


Rage tog its police department, is driving a man out of business for his refusal 


Federal Gov’t Wars on Corrupt 
Local Political Machines in Nation 


and could take time out of looking into the red 
would find much material for a new series on the corruption of 
through skyscraper Manhattan and out west to 
political machines i 





f a foreign empire.” 








bombed Guernica during 





this control is being contested by 
opposition Negroes, and Crump 


is out to break it any way he can. 

Attorney General Jackson has 
appointed Maurice Milligan to 
probe campaign expenditures. This 


is interpreted by Washineton 


commentato as an attempt to 
probe the political machines of 
Joe N. Pew, the conservative oil 


magnate, the duPonts and several 


other corporation chiefs. The 


Republicans spent about $50,.000.- 


000 to get 22.000.000 vote for 
Willkie. Section 305-6 of the Cor- 
rupt Practices Act makes it a 
penal offense r anvone to fail 
to repo? I ( ontrib tior 
bove $50. 

Milligan eported a having 
evidence of infractions of thi 
law by scores of wealthy Repub- 


licans, He may involve prominent 


lo so out of neces ssits or to sate- 





living, rather than eut of a de- United St 


the Monsandto Chemical 


Plaza, N. Y. 





» unionists every where 


Books and Writers 


By Elias Tartak 


4 Historians and Compilers 


ATTHEW JOSEPHSON has written a sequel to his “Robber 
3arons” and “Politicos.”* The two earlier books dealt with 
the muscular figures of America’s industrial buccaneers of the 
post-Civil War period, with the Goulds, Carnegies, Fricks, Vander- 
bilts and the like; also, with their many counterparts and a few 
opponents in potitics, the Blaines, Hannas, Platts, the Schurzes and 
Clevelands. The book under review deals with the American polit- 
ical scene from the late nineties to Wilson’s decline. 


The Homeric Saga 

Hk years from 1865 to 1900, as we view them in retrospect, 

form a roaring epoch of American history, the Homeric saga of 
capitalist America. Brutal, ruthless, but powerful men fight for 
kingdoms in the industrial empire of a vast continent. There are 
few noble Achilleses, but many a wily and 
merciless Ulysses: Jay Gould, Edward Harri- 
man. 

Crude as they were, they put their indelible 
stamp on modern America: the spirit of “big- 
ness,” of daring, of unlimited speculation and 
adoration of “success”; every man a millionaire. 
They, more than any other group, made America 
what it is: the industrial Far West of our 
Western civilization, the greatest material civli- ° 
zation in the history of our race, Elias Tartak 

Needless to say, of late, American writers 
and historians have become aware of the splendid material at hand, 
of the uniqueness of the recent native scene, in its historical and 
sociological implications. A large literature has arisen. Many 
aspects have been fruitfully explored, many names have come forth 
with creditable work for Amavienn scholarship, potitical thought 
and—not least—for sheer historical gusto and stirring narrative. 

3eginning with the great “muckrakers,” one thinks offhand of 
Lincoln Steffens and Mark Sullivan. 





Something Lacking 
MONG these, Matthew Josephson has carved for himself a 
small, but quite a comfortable niche. Frankly, this reviewer 
liked, but was not particularly impressed by either “The Robber 
Zarons” or “The Politicos.” They were both quite satisfactory, 
quite scholarly, and both lacked the true cachet: the historian’s 
depth of vision and the organic unity of so vast a panorama. 

The historian, the true historian, must be equal and even above 
his material: philosopher, artist and, at least to an extent, man 
f action. When you have these ingredients, you have the unfor- 
gettable Thucydides or—a Carlyle and Parrington. Courage of 
opinion and steadiness are no less necessary than talent and schol- 
arship. Otherwise, you have the dilettant or the highschool text- 
book writer. 

Hegel speaks of domestic historians who are posthumous valets 
to their historical personages. They exhibit the patched underwear 


1.3) 


of their historical heroes, believing meanwhile that they are writ- 


ing’. 

In his first two books Mr. Josephson seemed to be overwhelmed 
by his material and was running from one politico to another in a 
at fussy manner and with a sophomorie and timidly Marx- 
ian (i. pseudo-Marxian) style and method. Like a good leftist 
old maid, he pri di hly disap} roved of his Goulds and Blaines, but 
he missed both the cynical poetry of the big rascals (M. Sullivan 
and Steffens) and*the clinical depth of Beard and Parrington. He 
j history writing. 


omew 





is a “me too!” man of leftist 
. 


Timid Leftism 


| “The President Makers” Matthew Josephson shows considerable 

development and growth. He writes much better than before, 

a firmer control over his material. His individual portraits are 
less wobbly and more in focus. But he remains the same leftist 
Caspat Mil Iquetoast, afraid to ca ull a political grafting or demagogic 
spade anything but a “middle class agricultural implement.” Hence, 
the bullying Teddy ease 79 becomes a kind of imperialistic 
Hamlet. 

Josephson is more successful with Wilson, as one schoolteacher 


with another. He handles ideas with greater ease than men and 
social forces. The intellectual awakening of America around the 
turn of the century, the “muckrakers,” the “new freedom” aspira- 
tions, adequately presented. 


Subtle Thesis 
H° has a tiny thesis, but it is given more by inuendo than by 

forthright statement. It is this. The Theodore Roosevelt and 
Wilson era of middle class compromise reform ran its wavering 
course until it reached the impasse of economic justice under cap- 
italism. At that point, the middle class reformers (Wilson), 
afraid to tackle capitalism in earnest, turned or were compelled to 
turn to war as a distraction for the discontent of the masses. And 
war brought reaction, Palmer’ 





Does the reader catch on? D. Roosevelt has also become 
tuck with his “domestic crisis, unfinished and unsolved.” And, 





now, we also “turn as a nation to confront the word’s wars, the 
dangers and opportunities they offer.” Do you get Mr. Josephson’s 
“isolationist” and “fear of reaction” point? He is subtle. 


Peace and Land in Russia 
ND, of course, in the midst of the imperialist, capitalist war of 
1914-1918 “came the second ‘October Revolution,’ led by the 
Left Wing Socialist (Bolshevik) party, and Lenin, turning boldly 








from the course of the precec y regime, led his people 
out of the trenches to peace, vad.” And peace, bread 
and land they’ve presumably had ever since. Once more, does the 
reader catch on? 

When Matthew Josephson acquires more courage and forthright- 
ness, he will betome a competent histcrian. He may even become 
oO “ee tee Meanwhile, he is a pleasant spoken fellow-traveling 
compiler, traveling way in the rear of the procession, so that he 
may step out at any moment and pretend that he was “just taking 


THE PRESIDENT MAKERS, by Matthew Josephson. Har- 
court, Brace & Co., New York, 1940; 565 pp. $3.75. 
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Seemed Finds Is Married Census Reports 72 
Women Work From Necessity Quadruplets, 5,000 Triplets 


Most married women who work, The Census Bureau reported 
1s week that, in the 24 years 

from 1915 through 1938, there 
re 44,113,147 births in the 
ates. Of these, there 
ire for luxuries or a career. vere 500,175 sets of twins, 5,005 
This is the chief finding of a f triplets, and only 72 of quad- 
ruplets. Not a single rival of 

anada’s Dionne quintuplets was 
ght to Uncle Sam by the 


ommittec at 0 Rockefelle: tork in all that period. 








und held to be either false or un- 





harge that the em; loyment of Despite this evidence the re- 
arried women has intensified the port finds opposition to the em- 

| taking ploy nt of married women grow- 
bs away from men. ng. The survey shows that mar- 
Charges that the employment ed women are most likely to find 
"married women results in ne- bars against them if they seek 
ected homes, smaller families, jobs as school teachers, or as of- 


juvenile delinquency, and in- ‘ice workers in public utilities, or 


reased divorce rates are also large manufacturing concerns. 
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Parliament this “week de- 
bated freedom for Fascist 
Leader Mosley, now in jail. 


Swedes Spur 
Anti-Nazism 
in Scandinavia 


STOCKHOLM. — This week’s 
disorders in Denmark are symp- 
tomatic of the growing anti-Nazi 
feeling throughout all Scandi- 
navia which might soon explode 
into action. 

These feelings were bolstered 
when the news spread rapidly 
throughout the entire Northern 
coast of the sweeping parlia- 
mentary victory recently won by 
the Swedish Social Democrats. 

Under the leadership of Per 
Albin Hansson, the Swedish La- 
bor Party, with 70 per cent of 
the populace voting—I think in 
America only 40 per cent vote 
the Social Democrats won 134 
seats, a gain of 19; Conservatives 
42; Agrarians 28; Liberals 23; 
Communists 3. 

The Communists lost two seats 
in Norrland and one in Goete- 
berg, which had been their strong- 
hold. Their popular vote was cut 
in half, reflecting the sentiment 
against Russia’s invasion of Fin- 
land. 

While Denmark is not as thor- 
oughly nazified as Norway, and 
a degree of self-administration 
remains to the Danish govern- 
ment, the heavy hand of the in- 
vader is felt. 

Typical of the manner in whic! 
the Reich is stripping the pa 
land is its tactic of compe 
the populace to accept 
currency at exchang rates 
scribed by the Reich authori 
German travele: scurry ab 
the country, buying good 
paying in mark hich have 
be redeemed by the Dar I 
tional Bank in good currenc) 
Since no new 200d are coiminy 
in to meet the heavy demands 
by Reich purchasers, increased 
prices have resulted. 

A drastic rise in bread p 





accompanied bh: ! 
has caused seve. 1rasnips I 
' - 
pet e) l 
2400 gram 
( t fiv 
is) 
} 
t | 


if no ¢ supo? 
are issued for 
rolls and buns 


norforthe 





Hansson Smoerrebroed 














(Danish open 
sandwiches) are needed j 
restaurants. T new maximum 
prices for flour and bread are 
more th: l e old pi 

Through the use of currer 

tricks, the Reich is also enabled 
to have a supply of “free” labor. 
About 14,000 unemployed have 
been forced to seek work through 
the German labo exchanges 
opened in Copenhagen. Their 
salaries are paid against “ere 
in the Danish National Bar 


the form of Reich “currenes 

In Norway, oOppostit ! ] nore 
systematic and more determined 
Attempts ) Major Quisling’ 





“Nasjonal Samling”’ party to send 
some 20,000 Norwegians to Ger 
many w tivel lb 


Acul resist 


Quisling is feverish ! 


aecunt forse mesons tet CE ties Wrecked Finnish Co-ops. ‘sivei sisi’ sit" besine ‘an Yrs, eon whic ho wil woot aid to Ragland ast week Joe 


figure-skating champion 
ardent Quislingi 
“Fritt Folk,” clain the de 








was accidental, but less peopl 
are joining fo lip ir 
the Nasjonal Saml i ri 


shown to be a great risk. At 

















tempts have, also, beer made 
against Quisling. On Dec. 1, 
bomb wa throw! al hin i! 
Fredrikstad. H appearance 
Sarpsborg provoked violet treet 
riots. 

Nazi attempts to further 
duce the country under Reich 1 
recently led to a decree a 
ing s¢ ' Norw 
Local i erto free 
electe now placed ur 

ipervision of the M try oO 
Home Affa pointed Hit- 
ler’s commissione I att 
Cal V 
m Y ! 

The d 
tee! () nu ] ) 
to a ri oO Stock | 
change wl i whol 
sale abstentio V f Oslo 

N g rk 

ling the < Qu 

ling’s “Fritt I Warps 
appealed to them t ppose “plu- 
tocrats, Free Masor and finan- 

ciers who threaten the econor 
life of the country.” All sections 





of the pop 
the anti-Naz 


parent-that Quisling will soon go. 
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ritish Victory in North Africa Hits Heardouthe Left 


6 o & 
aZIi an tor Colonia U ies alban riot 
BREFORE we disco i I r things 
By DICK REYNARD oesnaaaeantmeeamamamemmmmmmnanns TE OPT BE Se Tear oe Racine ete: : a a 
_ Smirking at the Italian army’s failures is not a very healthy practicé in high German talists could be. ... Now we find that 1 l ote 
military and diplomatic circles since the British showed early this week that they could and thereby hangs @ tal >900,000, — 
crack important Fascist positions in Northern Africa. This hits directly at the crux of The Anzacs tre ghey ag Sie nese Agee 









































































German strategy, at the center of vital plans the German colonial office had prepared under ri cease - 
N aye , ay } ye id vas . 4 2 maaan seedaes ! : i 
General von Epp, Hitler’s confidant and African expert. Australian troops in ai @ike sie coe i 

Not only does it promise to give the Allies safe control of the Egypt-Suez sector, nortion of the fu he C 


but coupled with Greek successes it tends to stiffen the backbones of Yugoslavia, cripple Africa who are "Counsel for the “Commisaion” » as Harold Riegelman, as 
the work of Reich envoy Von Papen at Ankara, and gain support for de Gaulle in Syria. wiping out opposing kindly a Tory as you could drink with anywhere Riegelman 
What the effect will be on French Generalissimo Weygand will not be fully known until was the Boss up at the firm of Riegelman, Nordlinger, Cooper 
Colonel (Wild Bill) Donovan gets back to Washington. Donovan’s special mission is recog- lialians. and Hofstader of the G 
nized in Washington as an attempt to exert official American pressure on Weygand. The linger, Cooper and Hofstader, counselors for the “upper 
Frenchman has 150,000 well- clawsses.” 


ybar Building Riegelman, Nord- 














equipped and hardened fighters, Imagine our surprise when, afier all these years of muck- 
with about 600 good planes, at raking the left, we discover the SAME Mr. Riegelman,. sponser- 
his command. This is not much ing the communist “Spanish Refug lip Missio ve for 
less than the British force in the $300,000. 

Mediterranean basin. We are sure the entire G rs 


Mr. Riegelman knew that a , ( 1u- 
nist fund raising campaign. 


Nor is Riege!man alone in 


With the British already in 
Greece proper, Corfu, Crete, Cy 
rus, Haifa, Alexandria and Gi- 











braliar, the smashing of Italian a hoodwinked a1 ms x 

forces in Lybia would physically mseerntty 5 Dr. G. 4 ; #e . 
hem in the German economy in ese wishop Bs & pits J oe 
the south, where Berlin had Diocese; Dr. Rob rt W. Searle, execu Greater 
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Communists Active in 
Technical Departments 


New Innocent Fronts 


Find Tough Sledding 


a By RENA M. VALE 

OLLYWOOD.—After more than a year of stunned inactivity 

‘® the Hollywood pinks are crawling out of their hiding places 
and presenting new faces to the film capital. Following the Hitler- 
Stalin Pact which knocked the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League on the 
head, only a few feeble attempts were made by the comrades to 
raise money for “poor refugees,” “civil liberties” or any of the 
other hastily thrown-up causes. Then followed a brooding silence 
when only the “faithful” such as Donaid Ogden Stewart, Dorothy 
Parker, Sam Ornitz and the ubiquitous Herbert Biberman dared 
to do any fronting for Stalin. Now, however, comes the Hollywood 
Committee for Writers in Exile, an offspring of the Trojan mare, 
the League of American Writers. 

On the night of November 26, this committee on which we find 
Sheridan Gibney, Donald Ogden Stewart, Marion Spitzer and Sid- 
ney Buchman, packed the Florentine Room of the Beverly-Wilshire 
Hotel in Beverly Hills with three or four hundred innocents who 
paid $10 a plate, among whom were Paul Muni, Garson Kanin and 
Irving Asher. 

Though there has been considerabie trumpeting in the People’s 
World for a western division of this national committee—the same 
one that imported Lion Feuchtwanger and other Soviet propagand- 
ists—Hollywood hasn’t jumped through the hoop with the same 
alacrity that it did in 1938. Even the gullible glamor folk have be- 
come wary, and this is evinced by the fact that funds collected the 
other, night in the Beverly-Wilshire blowout were turned over to 
M.-@i::Lévee for distribution, Those who know Levee claim the 
Conimiunists will have a hard.time reaching him. Also, what must 
have been a shock to the ¢aviar comrades was the appearance of 
Helen Gahagan, wife: of Melvyn Douglas, who, as an awakened 
felfow traveler, has beer wrecking Stalinist playhouses right and 


” 


vhite the parent body of this Hollywood Committee might find 
seme way to divert funds into Communist channels, it is evident 
that’ Hollywood deesn’t intend to he played for a sucker again. 

INCE the undignified collapse of the Anti-Nazi League, out of 

e~-which all red roads flowed in Hollywood, Communism steadily 
has been growing more unpopular with the class-conscious swim- 
ming pool periphery. For one thing, the European war has been 
felt keenly in Hollywood. Motion picture markets have been deci- 
mated; many artists from Europe have reached the American film 
capital, and what is probably the greatest factor is the high per- 
centage of Jews in the industry. 

“No longer is Nazism a distant danger to be sighed over and de- 
plored; it’s right at home now, and it has had a sobering effect on 
earefree Hollywood. No amount of Communist rationalizing can 
convince bereaved families that Stalin is the great friend of minori- 
ties and the downtrodden. The movie crowd which once gave so 
freely to every little cause that came along now realizes it has 
been betrayed. Although these people still want to help the vie- 
tims of Nazism, they aren’t going to buy anything without looking 
at the label. 


It is no longer smart to be red, and while there haven’t been 


the open, noisy breaks away from communism in Hollywood that 
have occurred elsewhere, the exodus has taken place nevertheless. 
And it is notable that those who remain faithful to part of the 
communist program are not going the whole hog. For instance, 
Dorothy Parker, Julius and Philip Epstein and others from the 
pink fronts were active in the Roosevelt campaign. 

From all this one might judge that communism had lost its 
grip on Hollywood, but this is not the case. In fact, those who 
have their fingers on the pulse claim that-it is stronger than ever, 
that. Soviet devotees are now in a position to obstruct seriously 
the production of defense or anti-Soviet films. But these potential 
saboteurs make no noise at cocktail parties or around swimming 
pools. In fact, the majority of them are working in mechanical 
departments of the industry and seldom come in contact with the 
so-called intellectuals of filmdom. 

IKE the Nazis, and almost indistinguishable from them, they 

have been slipping quietly into the mechanical unions, partic- 
ularly the locals that control] “bottlenecks” of the industry, such as 
laboratories where film is developed, cut and synchronized. These 
suspected Communist agents are not noisy; they don’t spread prop- 
aganda or seek signatures to netitions. But wherever these suspects 
are thickest, there are unexplained delays and strange mistakes on 
films unfavorable to the Communist cause. In other cases, nego- 
tiations with émployers hit mysterious snags, and there are numer- 
ister intrigue. But there is nothing 





ous evidences of deep and sin 
in- the open—yet. 

No longer does the movie fan have to worry about communist 
propaganda that might be slipped into a love story, but let him 
wonder why the voice of some proponent of national defense is out 
of synchronization with the image on the screen. 





busy organizing fronts to boycott the film. 


Movie Studios Sabotage Defense Films 
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Courtesy of Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League. 


WHAT GOES ON HERE! 








Scene from the forthcoming MGM rib-tickler, "Comrade X," 
which lampoons the Soviets. It's funnier than "Ninotchka" 
and easier to pronounce. The "comrades" are already 





Patterson Outlines 
Army-Labor Cooperation 


Purchasing Power Now 
Exceeds Peak of 1929 





Declaring that the “great mass The ivchasing power of the 
of American labor and its re- nation’s population is now 8 per 
sponsible leaders are ¢ ( ve 1929 leve Sy according 
: : ; to t Department of Commerce. 
ang: with one Arm) “ ‘ aires rhe production index is well 
for national defense \ tant ya the 1690 fuse and ix core 
Secretary of Wat Patterson has aye aie hie. te Sal, 
directed subordinates to give full cra] Reserve Board reported. 
co-operation in retur 

In a statement outlining the out interruption or delay 
War Department’s policy in th Phe Secretary said the Army’s 
construction of camps, Pattersor y pT led for payment 
said that “labor standa? a wa iles and an eight- 
to wages, hours of work and ove hour day, with not less than time 
time, among others, must be mai! and one-half fer overtime. It 
tained if the defense program i ove l, he said, by acts of Con- 
to go forward effectively.” ae 1 policy statements 

“The Army and each officer i1 President Roosevelt and the Na- 
it,” he said, “must co-operate with tional Ded e Commission, pro- 
labor, to the end that the defens viding for a c 40-hour, 5-day 


program may move forward with- we k, 


Wall St. No Longer 
Industry’sMoney Mart 


Monopolists Tap Own 


Pools for Refinancing 
By IRVING B. ALTMAN 


Editor of Dynamic America 

HE other day news came over the financial tickers informing 

the investment public that the American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company was planning to issue $140,000,000 of new deben- 
tures. What was of particular interest relative to this announce- 
ment was the fact that the money would be raised “privately.” 

This means that the great telephone monopoly is following in 
the footsteps of many American corporations who no longer look 
to Wall Street for their financing. This new development is of 
more than ordinary significance, for if it continues at the present 
rate it will have a profound affect upon some of our mightiest 
financial institutions. 

To a greater and greater extent the people’s savings are being 
institutionalized. Billions go into the banks, insurance companies 
and various trustee organizations. This builds up huge pools of 
capital available for investment. Because of the close tie-up be- 
tween these institutions and American industry it is now possible 
for corporations to tap the resources of these institutions when- 
ever they require new money or wish to refinance old loans. 

« * + 

HE entire A. T. & T. issue; amounting to $140,000,000, was sold 

to 14 insurance companies. This represents a loss of close to 
$3,000,000 in profits to the regular Wall Street underwriters. 

Pretty soon there will be little or no need for the investment 
banker who formerly arranged the financing for the corporations. 
Thousands of jobs in the financial areas will be 
affected by these changes in the financing pro- 
cedures. Many investment bankers will dis- 
appear from the financial world; in fact this 
“liquidation” is now in process. A seat on the 
stock exchange today for less than $35,000; in 
1929 it took over $500,000 to acquire such mem- 
bership. No wonder the New York Stock Ex- 
change is offering its $5,000,000 building for 
sale to anyone who will take it off its hands 





at a “reasonable” figure. 





During the past two decades the five hun- 
dred thousand odd corporations which make in- 
come tax reports accumulated about sixty- 
five billion dollars in “depreciation and deple- 
tion reserves.” An additional fifteen billion 
dollars was withheld in the form of “surplus profits.” The result 
of this was to provide the corporations with enough working capital 
to make possible necessary expansion, replacement, etc. of plants 
and equipment without going to outside sources for the money. 
Even the railroads (first class) have been able to finance their 
equipment to the extent of 67 per cent from internal sources. 
There was no need to go to Wall Street for the money. 

Let us see how this new financial development has worked in 
connection with a number of our largest corporations. The Tem- 
porary National Economie Committee has brought out the follow- 
ing facts: 





“TB. Altman 
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HE U. S. Steel Corporation during a period of 18 years, from 

1921 to 1938, earned $1,102,000,000. This was after having 
charged off $938,000,000 depreciation and depletion allowances. 

These reserves plus tax refunds and some reduction in working 
capital provided the corporation with $1,222,000,000 for plant im- 
provements. It will be seen from this that the U.S. Steel was able 
to finance its activities from internal sources and did not have to go 
to the Wall Street market for the money. 

Another example is the General Motors Corporation which in 
the same period spent $770,000,000 on plants and equipment, all 
the money coming out of reserves and accumulated profits. The 
same is true of General Electric and many other large corporations. 

During the recent political campaign, Mrs. Charles Poletti, the 
wife of the Lt. Governor of New York State, was “booed” off the 
platform when she tried to address an audience in Wall Street. 
The audience, probably composed in the main of brokers and clerks, 
was hostile to the New Deal speaker because they favored Willkie 
and believe that the Roosevelt Administration is responsible for the 
lack of present brokerage business which affects their earnings 
and even their jobs. The great majority of these individuals fail 
to understand that it is not “unfriendly” attitude of the New Deal 
that has brought a slowing down of Wall Street activity, but that 
in the main this condition is due to the present trend within busi- 
ness corporations themselves who now store up sufficient capital 
reserves without recourse to the investment market. 

As one financial writer has put it: “Business now rolls its own.” 
Many of the clerks looking for jobs in the financial world would 

iliarize themselves with the changes going on in the 
industrial world. If they knew the facts they would look elsewhere 
for jobs. The investment business, as we knew it in the past years, 
is now a dying . 

And Wall Street, whic] bounded*by a church and graveyard 
at one end and the river at the other, may soon pass from the pic- 
ture; it well may be that the street has lost its usefulness to modern 
capitalism, The next few years will tell the story. 
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<= Tackof ColoratA.F-.ofL. 
| Didn't Prevent Progress 


New Orleans Parley Asked 
For Full Aid to Britain 


By LOUIS HENDIN 


SHOULD like to record a few impressions of the American 

Federation of Labor Convention in New Orleans; impressions 
which could not easily be conveyed through the regular news dis- 
patches. 

At the convention, quite a few progressive-minded freshman 
delegates as well as some of the oldtimers repeatedly asked me: 
Why are AFL Conventions lacking in even the slightest evidence 
of enthusiasm? Why does it appear that the delegates are so hard- 
boiled and strangely inactive beings? Ironically, one delegate re- 
marked that he doubted whether even an air raid would rouse the 
assemblage from its peaceful slumbers . 

Those who share this view of course seek to compare AFL Con- 
ventions with gatherings of the Ladies Garment Workers; Amal- 
gamated Clothing Workers’ and Millinery Workers’ Unions. These 
latter meetings are fired with a battle spirit and marked by color- 
ful demonstrations. Those who attended the last conventions of the 
ILGWU and of the Amalgamated were undoubtedly impressed by 
the demonstrations which sprang from the convention floor—out- 
bursts for Roosevelt, and clamorings for labor unity. Against such 
live-wire sessions, the AFL meeting must have seemed to these 
men and women pale and lifeless. 

Such an interpretation, however, is superficial and erroneous. 
I do not defend or gloss over shortcomings of the AFL. I am, how- 
ever, interested in presenting a more thorough and realistic picture 
of the AFL Convention, so that a clearer picture of the organization 
may be gained. 

There is no justification in drawing a comparison between a con- 
vention of an individual international union and a convention of the 
AFL itself. As a matter of fact, most conventions of international 
units—especially those in the needle trades—are for the most part 
manifestations of strength. The object is to demonstrate the power 
and prestige which these groups have attained. 

A great many demonstrations staged by delegates attending 
needle trades union conventions are genuinely inspired, impressive. 
However, not all demonstrations are “spontaneous” in character. 
Not that there is anything wrong in this. It is a characteristic in- 
herited from conventions of political parties where decisions are 
made well in advance that certain demonstrations must last for 
forty minutes, that some speaker be accorded a fifteen-minute ova- 
tion. However, what is sometimes proper for a convention of a 
political party or an international union may be improper for an 
AFL convention, which must primarily serve as a parlimentary 
legislative body. 

Then, too, the matter of temperament should be considered. Not 
all national groups are of equal temperament. 

a * * 





T IS, therefore, erroneous to picture the delegates assembled at 
an AFL convention as hard-boiled, cold-blooded flok who, know- 
ing all, remained unmoved or unaffected by events. 

Sir Walter Citrine, British fraternal delegate, moved most of 
the AFL delegates to tears with his speech. Many of those present 
wept openly as Citrine painted for his audience a picture of the 
horrors confronting his people, told of the amazing courage and 
resistance displayed by the British, pointed to the vital war role 
of British Labor. His word-pictures of this battle for freedom left 
a lasting impression. The fact that the Federation delegates were 
so moved by Citrine’s address is proof that they are by no means 
hard-boiled, cold-blooded as may appear from a superficial obser- 
vation. 

One of the convention highlights, which brought the delegates 
to a high pitch of enthusiasm was the reading of President Roose- 
velt’s message, in which he appealed for labor unity. The strong 
and genuine pro-Roosevelt setniment was clearly noted. Mention 
of his name drew enthusiastic response. Which is further evidence 
that the delegates are not apathetic. 

Some of the genuinely progressive elements in the labor move- 
ment seem to think the AFL conventions are, for the most part, a 
conglomeration of union presidents and other high-salaried labor 
executives far removed from the needs of the average American 
workingman, and that this explains the presence of a feeling of 
self-satisfaction dominant at the conventions. Such an impression 
is based upon the lack of understanding of the inner structure of 
the AFL. For of the 600 delegates no more than ten per cent are 
high officials. The rest are spokesmen of international unions, 
central ‘bodies and federal locals, whose earnings are not far above 
the average better paid skilled workers. At the AFL convention 
you find no display of wealth and glamor. Clothes and conduct re- 
veal it is a gathering of folk of average means. 

Another grave charge leveled against the AFL is that it is too 
conservative, too slow-moving; that it is extremely slow in accept- 
ing new ideas. This contention is only partly true. If the pro- 
gressive elements in the labor movement of this country would do 
a little introspective soul searching they would certainly find that 
they themselves are partly at fault for certain ills in the AFL. In- 
stead of patiently trying to set forth their ideas and gradually 
bring the majority over to their way of thinking, the progressives 
too often try to rush things, antagonize men whom they might 
have convinced, and end by breaking away from the main stem of 
the American labor movement. The record of these well meaning 
and well intentioned groups speaks for itself. They all had glamor- 
ous beginnings but only too soon to find themselves in a process of 
disintegration and complete isolation. This is the trial-balance, to 
our regret, of the progressives in the American labor movement. 

One example is the Socialist Labor Party, which sought to cause 
a rift in AFL ranks by organizing Socialist unions of its own; 
another is the Western Federation of Miners; a third instance is 
the IWW; and, finally, the CIO. No wonder that those who have 
remained in the AFL have little sympathy for progressive factions 
of any-kind, nor that they become suspicious of progressive ideas. 
Indeed, it is surprising that the AFL is not more conservative than 
it is. 

Typical of this sentiment was Frank Morrison, eighty-year-old 
secretary emeritus of the Federation. He devoted a large portion 
of his talk to the issue of the progressive factions which consist- 

(Continued on Page Six) 


The A.F. of L. at Sixty 


INCE its formation in the early eighties - 
of the last century the American Fed- 
eration of Labor has been the object of crit- 
icism from many sides; and usually there 
was a direct ratio of the vitriol, to the dis- 
tance of the critic from the affairs of the 
Labor movement. 

But a successful sixty-year history, far 
surpassing the record of any other labor 
group in this country, stands as the prag- 
matic test of its basic policies. 











William Green 

There has always been room for criticism 
within the A. F. of L. And the convention records are studded 
with sharp debates of leaders of various unions. 

At times various progressive movements arose within the 
Federation to contest its policies. When these movements 
stayed within the framework of the Federation, they were 
usually successful; those which in their impatience split away, 
failed. From these fights there emerged spectacular fireworks— 
the De Leon Socialist Trades and Labor Assembly, the I.W.W. 
and others. But the solidity of the A. F. of L. enabled it to 
weather these storms. 

One extremely competent to discuss the recent New Orleans 
convention is Louis Hendin, labor editor of the Jewish Daily 
Forward. ..He is detailedly familiar with the labor movement 
and equipped to give a fair picture of what occurred. In the 
article above he presents his impression of what he saw at 
New Orleans. 














Henry Morgenthau, who is 
now negotiating with Allied 
representatives for loans. 





S.D.F. to Honor 
Julius Gerber 
On 70th Year 


By AUGUST CLAESSENS 

ULIUS GERBER will be 70 

years old Dee. 24. His being born 
in Riga, Latviai, then part of 
Czarist Russia, complicates the 
exactness of the date because of 
a two week conflict in the old 
Russian calender and our own. 
Nevertheless, Julius has reached 
70 and that event will be cele- 
brated with a testimonial dinner 
at the Hotel Diplomat on Satur- 
day afternoon, Dec. 28, 1:30 p.m. 

Julius Gerber is one of the few 
remaining founders of the Ameri- 
can Socialist movement. In com- 
pany with Morris Hillquit, Ben 
Hanford, Abraham Cahan, Bill 
Mailly, Edward Cassidy, and 
others, Gerber was one of the 
galaxy of pioneers who founded 
the Socialist Party and its insti- 
tutions. 

Julius landed here in 1887 and 
joined the German section of the 
Socialist Labor Party in Wil- 
liamsburg. When the _ Socialist 
Party came into being he was 
elected organizer of the Greater 
New York Section and served 
from 1899 to 1902. Gerber served 
as Kings County secretary from 
1907 to 1909 voluntarily, working 
in his trade as sheet metal worker. 
He rendered honorable service to 
his union, Local 28, Sheet Metal 
Workers, was selected secretary 
in 1905, business agent 1907 to 
1908. 


N THE great days of the New 

York City movement, in the 
famous Morris Hillquit Mayoral- 
ity campaign, in the times when 
the election of Socialist Congress- 
men, Judges, Senators, and As- 
semblymen was a yearly achieve- 
ment, Julius Gerber was at the 
helm of the Party, serving as 
Executive Secretary of Local New 
York from 1911 to 1922; and for 
the Greater City Local from 1931 
to 1936. 

Although never a candidate for 
public office, Julius Gerber was 
responsible for the rise and sue- 
cess of many a man. An able 
campaign manager and executive, 
a founder and a builder, and an 
indefatigable worker, an expert 
on the election !aw, Julius Gerber 
was and is a versatile man and 
above all, an honest, reliable, ef- 
ficient and faithful worker in 
every branch of our movement. 

Gerber served as secretary of 
the old New York Call (Work- 
men’s Cooperative Publishing As- 
sociation) from 1904 to 1926 and 
then secretary of the New Leader 
Association; he was active in 
The Rand School, the Volkszei- 
tung and other institutions, these 
are, indeed, indebted to Gerber 
for his valuable services, 

Julius Gerber was a delegate 
to the International Cocialist 
Congress in Brussels, 1928, and 
Vienna, 1931, a member of the 
National Executive C itte 
Socialist Party. ae ars 

teservations for the dinner at 
$1.50 ner person can be made at 
the Social Democratie Federation, 
7 East 15th St., New York. Phone, 
ALgonquin 4-2620. 

Czech Leader Dr. Soukup 
Dies in Nazi Prison 

Dr. Franz Soukup, Social Dem- 
ocratic chairman of the Czecho- 
slovak Senate, died this month, 
friends of the Free Czechia move- 
ment here, revealed. 

Dr. Soukup, a close friend of 
Thomas Masaryk, founder of the 
Czechoslovak Republic, was well 
known to American labor audi- 
ences having travelled and lec- 
tured here extensively. 

When the Nazis marched into 
Czechia in March 1939, Soukup 
stayed at his post re fusing to 
relinquish his legal authority to 
the Reich. He was thrown into 
prison and what the Nazis did to 
him will never be known, but in 
all probability they hastened his 
death this month at the age of 69. 
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Greek “Danzig” on Agean Sea Is Vital 
To Axis Campaigns Against Allies 


fe OUR Austria is doomed to fall,” a Greek 

journalist tried to explain to me when I 
visited Salonica, second city of the Balkan king- 
dom, in 1937. “The two axes, Berlin-Rome and 
London-India, cross in Austria, which, there- 
fore, becomes Europe’s political and military 
center. Hitler, “he predicted, “must get hold of 
it, and Italy will do nothing te fight for the in- 
dependence of Austria, which she rather re- 
gards a possible bastion of the Western powers, 
like Czechoslovakia.” 

“This is not new to me,” I retorted, “but what 
about your Greece? —She is not only a station 
on the way from London to Bombay, but lies 
also on the dangerous Berlin-Bagdad route. 
Don’t you agree with me that your Greece is 
no less a danger spot than Austria?” 

“We Greeks know how to fight!” was the 
proud, almost convincing answer. 

Indeed, Greece has always been ready to 
fight; the country is usually under arms. Since 
the Greeks won their independence in a long, 
disastrous war, one-hundred and ten years ago, 
they have taken to the field a dozen times. The 
war they fight now is their fifth military en- 
gagement within the past thirty years. 

There has been no internal peace in the 
country either; from the time Venizelos came 








Italian Marshal Badaglio, who was re- 
placed after the disastrous rout in 
Greece and Albania. 


By John Davis 


Glasgow City Magistrate 


Go Ascow (Passed by the Censor).—In this post-invasion 

] seems to have moved 
blossomed as the green bay tree 
In the side- 
arguments 
position as a 


period, when the war 
the winter, theorists have 
on the various changes, political and military. 
lanes of British 
are enjoying a degree of popularity since our 
nation has become less dangerous. 

It is remarkable how many 
after events. 
a tendency to sneer at the 
without assurance of Russian support. 
describe this guarantee as a sort of 
appeasement to an opposite 
much more dangerous—than that of Munich. 

Here is a sample of the 
an article by the well-known left-wing 
3railsford: 


“Pledges come home to roost. The 


Halifax and Mr. Chamberlain gave to Poland and 
inex plicable 


without consulting Russia, ranks as the most 


folly of our generation.” 


south for 


politics a variegated group of 


people have become 
In left-wing politics there is in Britain today 
British guarantee to Poland, 

The clever theorists 
pendulum-swing from 
policy that was as stupid—and 


kind of reference that might be 
found in any one of a number of writers. It is taken from 
journalist, H. N. 


guarantee that Lord 


to power, in 1910, one military revolution has 
followed another, and it was remarked sarcas- 
tically, that if Greeks fought their foreign en- 
emies as fiercely as Republicans and Royalists 
fight each other, Greece would rule the Balkan. 

The Greeks lost their war against the Turks 
in 1922 because the Turks knew that it was a 
battle of life and death, a defense of their very 
homes and fought like lions, while Greece was 
being weakened by intrigues and plots behind 
the front. 

“The Greek is warlike,” said Henry Morgen- 
thau, who, as the first chairman of the Refugee 
Settlement Commission set up by the League of 
Nations to help repatriate the million-odd des- 
titute refugees from Asia Minor, spent years 
in the country. “He has to be. He has lived five 
thousand years and longer in the presence of 
hostile tribes. Of his nearest neighbors, the one 
that requires the closest watching is the Turk, 
while the Serbs and Bulgarians are always po- 
tential, and frequently active, enemies. If the 
Greek’s attitude toward war is different from 
an American’s, it is only natural. To him, war 
is as inevitable as sunrise, and he looks forward 
to the next war with perfect calmness, with 
neither elation over its fictitious glory nor any 
morbid forebodings over its inevitable tragedies. 
To him, war is simply another of the facts 
of life.” * ° * 

HEN Morgenthau wrote his book about 

Greece, she was still recovering from the 
exhaustion of the ill-fated Turkish campaign; 
Mussolini had just finished his job of wiping 
out the last centers of opposition within Fascist 
Italy and was not yet ready for adventures; and 
Hermann Mueller, Social Democratic Reichs- 
chancellor did not want a German “Drang nach 
Osten,” now haunting the Nazi leaders. 

In 1937, however, Greece expected the out- 
break of another world-war at any day. 

The Greeks, however, were not hostile to the 
Germans, at the time of my visit. They had 
gained from entering the first world-war on the 
side of the Allies, that was true, but for his- 
torical and political reasons many Greeks looked 
up to Germany with some feeling of gratitude 
and admiration. The first outposts of Hellenic 
renaissance and enlightenment were in Central 
Europe, where at Vienna, the first Greek news- 
paper was established as early as 1793; the first 
Greek king was a Bavarian prince, a very able 
and beloved ruler. 

More cogent, however, than these historical 
reminiscences—which should not be dismissed 


the Chamberlain catalogue. 


wise 


reasons. 


oppressors. 


against Nazi-Fascism. 


Others again merely use the lack of specified aims as an 


excuse to semblance of 
pacifism. 
which is 
nation in the back 


vive a 
Romania 
delighted to 


However, since Stalin out-Muniched Munich, a circum- 
stance no one was reasonably expected to anticipate, instead 
of placing the blame for the present catastrophe where it 
belongs—in Moscow—we are asked to add another crime to 


There has been a revival of the demand for a statement 
of war aims, or a blueprint of the Europe we propose to 
establish when we have defeated Nazism. 
persons are demanding such a statement, and for as many 


There are those who sincerely desire to 
war against totalitarianism and who feel that a statement 
of aims wouid inspire our own people and rally the down- 
trodden victims of Nazi aggression to revolt against their 
Such a statement, it is believed, would prove 
a powerful weapon on the side of democracy in its struggle 


reason 
Then we have the little “Nazi-Communist 
whip up any 
while it is engaged in wat 


lightly—were present-day economic and political 
reasons. Germany had obtained control of 35 
per cent of Greek foreign trade. 

The Greek dictator, General Metaxas, nick- 
named “Little Moltke,” was educated in Ger- 
many and considered himself the Greek proto- 
type of the Nazi Fuehrer. He tried to do what 
the Fuehrer did with the Southern Germans and 
the Austrians—to transform easy-going, coffee- 
house and gossip-loving Greece into an authori- 
tarian nation. Different from the Fuehrer, how- 
eyer, he is no anti-Semite. 

Fortunately for the Greeks the present king, 
George II., who spent his exile in London, is 
outspokenly pro-British. So is a great part of 
the nation, ostensibly for historical reasons; the 
British had backed their fight for independence 
morally and financially more than any other 
power. More convincing, however, is the fact 
that Greece can easily be smashed or greatly 
aided by the British Mediterranean fleet, estab- 
lished in nearby Malta as well as in Egypt. 

In 1937 every Greek knew that, if an attack 
was made, it would come from the West. Mus- 
solini, desiring a Roman Empire as large as 
that of Hadrian and speaking of the Mediter- 
ranean as “il mare nostro,” had begun by aiding 
General Franco and with making the Dodecan- 
ese islands in the East of Greece (former Turk- 
ish territory) the fueling station of the Italian 
war-fleet. ad - * 

REECE realized that imminent threat, but 

failed to take two important steps necessary 
to secure its internal peace and the friendship 
of its neighbors, in the event of a war. Metaxas 
failed to come to terms with Venizelists and 
Leftists, bitter opponent of the regime who were 
waiting for an opportunity to overthrow it, 
even were this opportunity to come as a result 
of a setback on the front; yet Metaxas is un- 
able to incarcerate all of the malcontent leaders. 

Greece also failed to come to an understand- 
ing with her life-long enemy, Bulgaria, a 
greater threat than Yugoslavia or Turkey in 
becoming a dagger in her back, The areas in 
dispute are Macedonia and the Aegean “cor- 
ridor.” 

Macedonia, a region in the heart of the Bal- 
kan peninsula, has a dominant strategie posi- 
tion. “The master of the Vardar valley is the 
master of the Balkans,” I heard friends say in 
Salonica, Macedonian outlet to the Aegean. Un- 
fortunately this area has never been a racial, 
linguistic or political unit. One can see three 
churches and three school’s in most villages, 
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By Dr. Alfred Werner 


Greeks, Serbians and Bulgarians. All three 
claim Macedonians for their race, though, in 


fact, the population has become hopelessly 
mixed. 
The Greeks describe the Macedonians as 


“slavophone (Slav-speaking) Greeks,” whereas 
the “Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organ- 
ization,” backed by Bulgaria, fights against both 
Serbs and Greeks and desires either a Macedon- 
ian state or a union with Bulgaria. In fact, 
most Macedonians seem to favor Bulgaria 
which, in 1913, when Macedonia was freed from 
the Turkish yoke and partitioned among the 
Balkan states, received only a very small por- 
tion of the territory. 

The Macedonian problem is very complicated, 
even some Bulgarians admit. A new partition 
would create injustice to one or the other party 
again. The formation of an independent Mace- 
donian state, however, would result in an un- 
restrained mutual massacre, since each part of 
the poulation would claim the leadership. Be- 
sides, Macedonia without the Greek city of Sal- 
onica as an outlet to the sea would be a mistake. 

So is Bulgaria, without an outlet to the Ae- 
gean. By the treaty of Neuilly, Bulgaria lost 
her port of Dedeagach in Thracia to Greece. 
Her only strip of sea cost is now at the Black 
Sea, which can be easily blocked by Russion 
war-ships, easily cut from the outer world by 
the Turkish guns at the Bosporus straits. 

*” * * 


EDEAGACH is the natural outlet for Bul- 

garian trade. Greece, in an ostensibly con- 
ciliatory mood, offered Bulgaria a free port at 
Dedeagach, but the Bulgarians argued that even 
if it were possible for them to undertake the 
expense of building a new harbor at Dedeagach, 
the investment would be far too precarious un- 
less it were attached by a territorial corridor. 

Eventually the Greeks were ready to cede a 
frontier corridor along the Maritza in exchange 
for an equal area in the Rhodope district, which 
grows the finest Bulgarian tobacco. Said Bul- 
garia, “in that case, although we might have a 
harbor, there would be very little left for us to 
export from it.” 

Dedeagach is the Danzig of the Aegean. The 
Bulgarians have been, for the past twenty years, 
in almost the same position as the Poles would 
have been without the Danzig outlet. 

The “League of Nations” could have taken 
over the territory, giving it a status similar to 
that of Danzig; there was little to fear that 
Greece would have tried to take it, in this case, 


since the area is inhabited mostly by Bulgarians 
and the corridor bordering Turkish territory, 
would not have separated any Greek peoples. 

It is unlikely that the Greeks will find the 
time now to improve the status of their Bulgar- 
ian inhabitants by a more lenient treatment, 
or by making any concessions regarding Dede- 
agach, 

Three world-powers look at that ancient city, 
inhabited by 15,000 people, now impoverished 
through the lack of the Bulgarian “hinterland.” 

If Stalin is to shape Bulgaria’s fate, he will 
be eager to get her Aegean outlet which, in 
event of a Russian action against Turkey, would 
furnish the Soviets with an opportunity of cut- 
ting the Turks off a possible help from the 
Greek army; a Russian port on the Aegean 
could even relieve Turkish pressure on the 
Soviet fleet, now bottled up in the Black sea. 

If, however, Germany gets contro! of Bul- 
garia, it will use Dedeagach as an ideal air- 
plane-base, commanding the Balkans and the 
Near East, 

Germany may rush help to her ally not be- 
pause of the great love Adolf feels for Benito, 
but because Greece, unfortunately, is an ob- 
stacle in Germany’s way to the oil-fields of Me- 
sopotamia. 

So there is some good reason why the Greeks 
did not sincerely try to come to terms with Bul- 
garia in regard to Dedeagach, though its har- 
bor is of little value to Greece which possesses 
the splendid port of Salonica. They foresaw 


the possibility of Bulgaria’s becoming a Nazi 
or a Russian protectorate! 
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Corfu: New British base in Mediterranean 


British Stalinites Exploit War Aims, Shelters, 
And India Issues to Slow War Production 


lands, we get a common ground for fighting against Hitler 


enemies if we were to state aims incompatible with this 


Several kinds of 


prosecute the outside Nazi control. 


city in the country 
“Haldane Shelter,” 
scale bomb hit. 


inherent 


group 


to their 


division to stab the 
with the 


aggression. So the result of the declaration of war aims 
might easily mean the creation of division in our own ranks 
and the addition of enemies against us. 

The general public in Britain is very well satisfied to 
leave well enough alone. 
Given victory, all 
problems of anti-Fascist Europe can be settled 
will and understanding. 

Another line of criticism that is being ardently pursued 
by the small groups on the left fringe of British politics 
is the objection to every kind of air raid protection. The 
Nazi-Communist group has 

with 
which is 
The faithful followers of Stalin go around 
knocking doors asking housewives to sign a petition de- 
manding these special shelters. 


common 
problem 
We are fighting for our existence 
the complicated 
in good- 


| geeammabet for 
general amongst the left groups. 
agreement as to the 
should be 
sections do not care what the effect on the war any change 
might cause. 
Ireland, this would please this anti-war minority, whatever 


old ladies of New York, is supposed to be a guarantee .of 


that we did not have on theoretical considerations. its independent judgment, disproving the oft-repeated 
And since aggression has been practiced by a totalitarian assertion that the paper is merely a recording of Moscow 
state not at war, it might increase the number of our _ instructions. 


* * * 
freedom .for the Indian people is 
Again there is no 
which this difficult 
Communist 


more 


way in 
tackled. The pacifist and 


Indeed, if it took India out of the war like 


the danger to our chance of winning. 


plastered the walls of every 
plans of what they call the 
supposed to stand a large- 


The women never heard of 


But there is a responsible minority who want to speed 
up the provision of Dominion status to India and do some- 
thing now to cooperate with the Indians in helping to work 
out a suitable arrangement that will finally give them com- 
plete freedom after the war. 
that India will take its place in association with the other 
members of the British Commonwealth of 
the advance of Nazi-Fascism. 

Labor members in the Government have much sympathy 


In this atmosphere it is hoped 


Nations to stem 


The fact is that when Britain and France jointly guaran- 
teed to Poland’s independence, there was general 
approval in the ranks of British radicals. .We saw in it 
the beginnings of a more determined attitude towards the 
Nazis. It seemed to represent appeasement’s end, and any 
who objected to this without Russia’s help, 
did so because they desired the continuance of the Munich 
policy—and they were few enough. 


protect 


pledge with o1 


O say without equivocation that we would go to war if 

Poland were invaded looked like a guarantee of good 
faith after a disastrous career of weakness and appease- 
ment. If anything was calculated to inspire Russia, or any 
other nation concerned in stopping Germany, it was surely 
just such a demonstration of sincerity. 


friends of Stalin. 
M ‘ * 

id war was merely a debating issue in which the side that 

produced the best case won, there could be no objection 
to stating clearly and unequivocally the democratic aims 
of our side. But, unfortunately, that is not the situation. 
The war has been forced upon a pacifist group of nations; 
witness their inability to stand up to invasion. These na- 
tions have had different conceptions of life, but all of them 
agree they hate Nazi domination. 

The two larger nations opposing Nazi aggression had a 
form of political democracy, differing from each other but 
apparently satisfactory to their own people, while the other 
countries overrun by Hitler enjoyed varying degrees of 
democracy. But by virtue of the brutal invasion of these 


Duce Agents Use Church, Films, Cultural 
Clubs, to Spread Fascist Propaganda 


Haldane or his shelters, but as they have been told that it 
is a special device guaranteed to save them from bombs, 
they have no objection to being saved. 

But the campaign for this special shelter is now fading 
and a demand has been raised for deep shelters that are 
more impractical. While the British Communists want us 
saved from Nazi bombs, they are not prepared to send out 
fighter aircraft to destroy the Luftwaffe. 

The “Haldane Sheiter” campaign was started by the 
London Daily Worker as a tribute to its new chairman, 
J. B. S. Haldane, eminent scientist and fellow-traveler. The 
Communist Daily Worker, like its American prototype, has 
been reorganized under independent control. Besides Hal- 
dane, there is on the Board, Sean O’Casey, the Irish play- 
wright, and an English local councillor. This trio, as the 


By 


with this position, but there appears to be difficulty in get- 
ting a basis of common ground between the Indian leaders 
and our Government, as the Indian desire even to stop 
the war activity that is presently going on. The first con- 
sideration in all British Government policy must be the 
winning of the war. Anything that interferes with this 
cannot be viewed as practical politics, however desirable 
it may be. 

A democracy waging total war cannot play about with 
schemes however idealistic that weaken the war effort. 
At the same time the ferment of thought represented by 
these and other groups, even while they might be, con- 
sidered in their entirety at the moment outside the realm 
of practical politics, has a value in pioneering the way to 
a better and more worthy future. 













Prof. Gaetano Salvemini 


HERE were at least several hundred local organizations and clubs among 


one priest in Detroit), are carriers of Fascist propaganda in the United States. 
During the Ethiopian war, they preached sermons, raised money for the Italian 
Red Cross, encouraged women to offer their wedding rings to the Italian Govern- 


bulletins readily yields precious information about the net in which a large part 
of the population has been caught through long years of persistent work. 


Italians throughout the United States before Fascism came to power: mutual 
These organizations had no 
political character. They were gathered into a national organization called “The 


aid groups, fraternal societies, social clubs, ete. 


Sons of Italy.” 
Little by little, 


number of them by having men who are their agents named as directors. 
national dignitary of “The Sons of Italy’—a former 
Mussolini’s men of confidence—was unseated for 
If the financial records of the local branches and of the 
state and national headquarters of the organizations were investigated, many of 
would have to be sent to jail for the same reason. 

While the old associations were being brought under the control of the Italian 
Consuls, numerous new groups sprang up everywhere: the Italian War Veterans 
Disabled Soldiers (‘Mutilati’), Chambers of Com- 
groups, corresponding to the 
branches of the 
Most of the old and new associations have been gathered together 
in local federations bearing the name “Lictor Federation,” or “United Front” 


years ago, the highest 
Anarchist and later one of 


embezzlement of funds. 


the Fascist directors and ofiicial 





(“Combattenti’’), the Itali 
merce, After-Work Clubs 
“Strength Through Joy” 
Society, ete. 





(“Dopolavoro” 
organizations), 


(“Fronte Unico”). * 


O all appearances, these organizations have none but legitimate aims: keeping 
Italians together, fostering economic relations between Italy and the United 
reading the knowledge of the Italian language or 
fact, they are all 


States, or conserving and gs} 
culture among Italo-Ame1 
centers of Fascist activities. 





and Americans. In actual 


True, Mussolini’s Ambassador to America, Don Ascanio dei Principi Colonn 


has officially denied that the Dante Alighieri Society is an organizer of Fascist 
is “a literary society,” and i 
political.”” As a matter of fact, on May 23, 1940, 


groups in this country. According to him it is “ 
be “preposterous to consider it 
the official Italian i 
Felicioni, presi lent of the Dante 
“All the local committees of th 
out the Kingdom, 
name, O Duce, 
to the Duce. Our 
the Fascist revoluti 
ever ready, together 
at your command. 





press 





overseas colonies and abroad, at your 


nm. It reiterates to you 
ith the whole 
Felice Felicioni.” 


its pledge 





the Italian Consuls managed to get control of the greater 


lished the following message from 
ghieri Society, to Mussolini: 
Dante Alighieri Society celebrate through- 
order and in 
the Day of the Italians of the World. They sing hymns of praise 
Society especially in these historic days, is proud of serving 
of unwavering loyalty, 
Italian people, to believe, to obey, to fight 


Italian-speaking Catholic priests with rare exceptions (for example, that of 


A few 


Nazi 


Dante Alighieri 





t would 


Felice 


Signor 


your 


ment and organized lectures among English-speaking groups. 

At the present time they frequently conduct processions and promote festi- 
vals which have more than merely a religious character. 
years, their major aim has been to emphasize the fact that the Catholics of 
Italian origin represent an electoral force worthy of consideration. Such proces- 
sions and festivals are well attended, especially in New York and Boston. 

The Italian Ambassador has sometimes appeared at these demonstrations and 
delivered addresses while standing on the church steps. A perusal of the parochial 


During the past few tolling the so-called 
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Books compiled 
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Intelligent high 
“vacations” 


ionalistic 





Seaman and Justice 














HE Amerital Film Importing and Distributing Corporation gets films from 
Italy, among which are many devoted to Fascist propaganda. 


are distributed free of charge together with “lecture” 

On June 22, 1940, the Corporation sent out a circular letter announcing a 
film “conceived by Mussolini,” which showed “the betrayal perpetrated by France 
against Italy” in 1859. 
Lombardy while helping Piedmontese soldiers 
trians, free Lombardy and pave the way for Italian 
. though Napoleon III, after his victory, stopped the 
Austria to the great dismay of the Italians.) The letter was accompanied by an 
anti-French and anti-English diatribe written by one of the : 
mentators of New York. 

A cinema house in New York is controlled by 
sidies from Rome and therefore has had to regis 
as an agency of a foreign government. 

, The aforementioned activities are concerned particularly with adults. 
people are taken care of in After-School Clubs (Doposcuola), which gather to- 
gether boys and girls in the afternoons and evenings. 

The political education imparted in d 
each club is dedicated to Mussolini, his 
some Fascist killed in the civil war in Italy, the 
In the New York area alone, about sixty 


American schools where Italian is taught. No less than those used 
are designed to build up a Fascist mentality. 
Italian-speaking clergy show no less Fasci 

Young men’s sporting clubs whose 


pport from somewhere, 


without financial su 





to Italy, where they are kept in an artificial atmos} 
exaltation. l 
Courtesy of before returning to America, and invariably 
(This is the second article of a series 


exposes of Italian fascists here will appear in coming editions « 
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films. 
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political unification—al- 
war and came to terms with 


(In that year 
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Fascist agents. It gets sub- 
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Saturday, December 14, 1940 


SDF News 


UGUST CLAESSENS will 
speak . Cleveland., O., for 
1.L.G.W.U. January 2 to 9. Dates 
are in the making for visits to 
Chicago, Detroit, Buffalo and 
other cities. Besides trade union 
meetings Claessens will also 
speak to S.D.F., W. C., and other 
organizations. 
Philadelphia 
M. Herbert Syme, Attorney for 
State Federation, A.F.L., speaks 
on “Prospects for Labor Peace’ 
at Debs School of Social Science, 
at 415 S. 19 St. 
Dec. 20, Willi Schlamm “Eur- 
ope’s War Lessons for America.” 


NEW YORK CITY 

Annual Theatre Party of Local 
New York City, Monday, Dec. 23. 
Entire house of Yiddish Art The- 
atre, new play by Sholom Aleich- 
em, “Sender Blank” with the cel- 
ebrated Maurice Schwartz and 
company. Seats at $1.00, $1.50, 
$2.00 and $2.50, available at City 
Office, 7 East 15 St. Phone, AL- 
gonquin 4-2620, and at all S.D.F. 
branches. Some choice seats are 
still available. 

Bronx Canis Social, Enter- 
tainment, Quiz and Dance Satur- 
day, December 14, 8:50 p. m., at 
County Headquarters, 40 West 
Burnside Ave. All S.D.F. mem- 
bers in Bronx Branches as well 
as those in Trade Union and 
other city branches and_ their 
friends are urged to attend. 





Clothes for Refugees 

Clothing and furniture need- 
ed (in good condition) for re- 
cently arrived refugees. The 
S.D.F. Women’s Committee has 
elected Mrs. Sarah Rutes, 849 
Linden Blvd., Brooklyn, and 
Becky Cohen, 1369—56th St., 
Brooklyn, to collect material. 
Persons offering things are 
urged g0 contact these com- 
rades, 











August Claessens speaks Tues- 
day, Dec. 17, 9:30 p. m., at W.C. 
Branch 286, 190 Tompkins Ave., 
Brooklyn: “Is This an Imperialist 

* War?” Wednesday, Dec. 18, 9 
p. m., Upper 8th A.D., A.L.P., 
Bronx, 40 West Burnside Ave.: 
“Roosevelt and Problems Ahead.” 
Friday, Dec. 20, 9 ps m., Br. 2, 
Hollywood Gardens, Prospect 
Ave. Bronx: “Roosevelt and 
Problems Ahead.” 


Elias Tartak speaks Friday, 
Dec. 13, Hillquit Branches, 129 
Brighton Beach Ave., Brooklyn: 
“Russia and America — Friends 
or Enemies?; Friday, Dec. 20: 
“Can Our Present-Day Culture 
Survive?” , 

* * * 

Ss. her speaks woul AL Fe te Ts 
versus C.1.0.” Mon ay, Dee.. 16, 
9 p. m., at SDE Branch in 
Amalgamated Houses, Bronx 


A. I. Shiplacoff Memorial Meet- 
ing, Sunday, Dec. 22, 8:30 p. m., 
at Brownsville Labor Lyceum, 
219 Sackman St. 

S.D.F. Program on WEVD., 
Fridays, at 10:30 p.m. Speakers: 
Dec. 13, Daniel B on “Are 
Youth the Irresponsibles?”; Dec. 
20, Hedwig Wachenheim; Dec. 
27, Julia Primoff; Jan. 10, Esther 
Friedman. 


RUMBA, CONGA, 
TANGO Sessions 


Every Sat. at 5 














Instruction 
Every Sunday at 4 followed 
Weekdays at &:30 by Dancing 


Carnegie Hall Studio 862 














A Breath From the Woods 
of Maine 


HOLIDAY DECORATIONS 


Red Berries . .25:¢ per bunch 

Bayberry ....35¢ per bunch 

Wreaths 35 & up - Greens 

of all kinds - Cones, Cone 

Sprays, Rustic Baskets, Trees, 
etc. 


Why Not Buy Direct? 
Maine Florist Supply Co. 


Bangor, Maine 














Columbia Tea Co. 





Order from your grocer this famous 
Russian tea known to millions as 


“SWEE-TOUCH-NEE TEA” 








WORKMEN'S MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE 
SOCIETY, Inc. 
(ORGANIZED 1872) 

A Co-operative Fire Insurance 
Society Owned and Operated 
by Workingmen 
100% Unionized 


HOUSEHOLD FIRE INSUR- 
ANCE AT ACTUAL COST 


Average Rate 10¢ Annually 
for every $100.00 Insurance 


Fire Losses Appraised Liberally 
Upon admission every member 
must make a deposit equal to 
90 cents for every $100.00 of 
insurance. This deposit will be 
repaid in full upon withdrawal. 

For further information 

apply to the Main Office 

227 EAST 84th STREET 
New York City 
Telephone REgent 4-2432 





| Ask for booklet 62 
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CRAWFORD’S NEW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


now nearing completion in Long Island City on 
Queens Boulevard, 34th to 35th Streets, occupying 
over 5 city blocks of floor space. We must dispose of 
our entire stock of clothing this month prior to mov- 
ing our National Headquarters into this new factory. 
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EVERYTHING REDUCED! an 
Overcoats, Ali Topcoats, All Suits, All 
Tuxedos, All Full-Dress Outfits sensa- 
tionally reduced in the face of a rising 
market. Even Super-Weave Worsted Suits, 
All-Wool Sheffield Fleece Overcoats, 
Meiton Overcoats and Chesterfield Dress 
Overcoats included. 


BETTER HURRY — never before a Sale like this 
and perhaps never again! EVERY Crawford 
garment must be sold immediately. Instead of 
moving millions of dollars worth of clothes 
to our giant new factory No. 4 this month, we 
pass the saving on to you. Costs are forgotten. 
This is the big opportunity for every man to 
pick up a new Suit and Overcoat at a sensa- 
tionally reduced price. Extra salesmen... 
extra fitters ... extra tailors have been pro- 
vided. Ali Sales must be final. 


































All Crawford super-quality clothes proportionately reduced: 
CUSTOMART Suits and Overcoats Now $22.45 
GRANDART Suits and Overcoats Now $26.95 














if you prefer...use S . 


CRAWFORD’S 


PAY 
Eady vor 
~~ 







DIRECT FROM MAKER TO YOU 
a 


There’s a Crawford Store near you. Please consult 
your telephone directory for address... 
OPEN EVENINGS 
STORES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 
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Selwyn James 
of PM Denies 
C. P. Charge 


From SELWYN JAMES 
To the Editor: 

It was with considerable regret 
that I read the letter from R. 
Greville in your issue of Nov. 
80, charging me with having been 
a smember of the “Communist 
Party of Great Britain. 

I have never been a member of 
the Communist Party of Great 
Britain or of the Communist 
Party of any other country in the 
world. 

Mr. Greville’s letter uses two 
articles published by me in PM 
as a lever for his charges. He 
picks out one in which I assert 
that thousands of responsible 
Englishmen cried ‘Chamberlain 
supported Hitler when there was 
time to stop him without war.” 

Mr. Greville has the curious 
notion that at no time did any 
responsible Englishman think that 
Hitler could be stopped without 
war and that the only people who 


did think so were Communists 
and myself. 
However, I am sure he will 


agree that from 1933 to 1935 
Hitler could have been stopped 
without a war, and I would point 
eut that Chamberlain was a mem- 
ber of the British Cabinet at that 
time and shares the responsibility 
in the Cabinet’s reluctance to 
stop the growth of Hitlerism in 


Germany. 
’ Furthérmore, I think that my 
observation that Chamberlain 


scorned “the chance of an Anglo- 
Soviet agreement” is a correct 
one, arrived at after careful 
study, and the fact that the Com- 





Willi Schlamm’s column, 
“Where the News Ends,” does 
not appear this week because 
he is in Washington on a lec- 
ture tour. It will be resumed 
in the next edition of The New 
Leader. 











Reveals New 
Evidence In 
Waller Case 


From PAULI MURRAY 
(Secretary, Waller Defense Com- 
mittee, 112 E. 19th St., N. Y.C.) 
To the Editor: 

I was very gratified to see your 
article on the plight of Odell 
Waller, young Negro sharecrop- 
per now facing death sentence in 
Virginia. 

In a discussion of the case, 
however, I think it is important 
to emphasize that Oscar Davis, 
the white landlord for whose mur- 
der Waller was condemned, died 
two days after the shooting not 
from the bullet wounds but from 
a collapse of the lung following 
an operation. No bullet wounds 
were found in the lung area. This 
evidence is so important that it 





may determine whether or not 
Waller will gain a new trial. 
munist Party is said by Mr. 


Greville to believe the same does 
not dissuade me from my con- 
clusion. 

To his reference to my article 
on Sir Stafford Cripps, in which 
Mr. Greville says that I followed 
the Communist Party line by re- 
minding him of his “bourgeois 
background, etc., I can only say 
that I strongly abhor Mr. Gre- 
ville’s practice of picking sen- 
tences out of their context 


To the Editor 


Fascist Rule 
Impoverished 
Dodecanese 


From 

Dr. NICHOLAS G. MAVRIS 

(Secretary, Dodecanesian National 
Council) 
To the Editor: 

The Executive Committee of 
the Dodecanesian National Coun- 
cil begs to thank you for the 
article you ran in your issue of 
Nov. 30th on the Dodecanese 
Islands. 

In the last paragraph of the 
above mentioned dispatch, bear- 
ing a London date line, it is 
stated that “Italy has given the 
islanders bread and games, and 
some economic benefits, but it 
withholds freedom.” While the last 
phrase is perfectly true, we take 
the liberty to point out that the 
islands were impoverished from 
the time Italy put her foot on 
them. 

Before their surrender to the 
Italians, the islands were au- 
tonomous, with the exception of 
Rhodes and Cos which were pay- 
ing a fixed annual tax to Turkey. 
The remaining islands were not 
considered productive enough so 
as to be taxed. 

The various public works the 
Italians may have effected in 
the islands did not add anything 
to the material welfare of the 
islanders, because they consti- 
tuted works relating to the 
strengthening of the defense of 
the strategically located islands, 
which Italy usurped for the ex- 
tension of her imperialistic am- 
bitions in the Eastern Mediter- 
ranean by using these islands as 
her bases. 


Frank Crosswaith Resigns From 
Socialist Party on War Issue 


From FRANK CROSSWAITH 


Chairman of the Negro Labor Committee 


To the Editor: Enclosed is a copy of the letter which | today sent to the Secretary of the 
Socialist Party. This letter is self-explanatory, 








Mr. Irving Barshop, Executive Secretary! 
This will acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter of December 5th regard- 
ing my dues as a member of the Party and inquiring whether or not I have severed my 


connections with the Party. 


I am sure, that you are aware of the fact that for some time I have not been able 
to follow the Party in its attitude toward current world problems. As a Socialist who is 
fortunate enough to live in America under its limited democracy of capitalism, I never- 


theless, feel deeply concerned 
with the fate of the workingclass 
in Europe and in the world gen- 
erally. 

I am convinced that the out- 
come of the present war will de- 
termine whether the labor move- 
ment and political democracy will 
suFvive or perish on the whole 
continent. 

As a Socialist I favor our gov- 
ernment doing everything neces- 
sary to prevent such a catastrophe 
and I think the majority of the 
organized workers of the United 
States except those unions under 
Communist influence, share my 
views in this regard. . 

In my early days in the Social- 
ist movement, I ran across the 
story which told of the attitude 
of Karl Max toward the American 
Civil War and how sympathetic 
they were to the cause of the 
North, not because Lincoln was 
fighting for Socialism, but be- 
cause they knew that the triumph 
of Lincoln’s side would advance 
the interest of the workingclass 
and democracy. 

I feel the same way regarding 
the present World War and I 
think it is the duty of every So- 
cialist.who value the place of 
democracy now, as well as in our 
contemplated Socialist society, to 
show some concern in the tri- 
umph of Britain and her Allies 
over the totalitarian combination 
in Europe. 

If we fail to do this, we are 
turning our backs upon our ideals 
and giving to Karl Marx good 
reasons to turn in his grave. In 
my loyalty to Socialism and to 
my Socialist workingclass com- 
rades and brothers of Europe and 
of the world, I am compelled to 
request that my name to dropped 








Mrs. Grebanier Maligned By 
Communist League As Fascist 


From FRANCES WINWAR 


To the Editor: 


The following I am sending to you and to Professor 
George Counts. It is a copy of a letter I sent to the editor 
of the College Newsletter (Communist-line publication of 


Local 537 of the College Teachers Union. 


“id. Note). 





In the editorial, “Sordid Procedure,” (College Newsletter, 
December 9, 1940) appeared the following sentence, as hys- 
terical in form as it was dishones in intent: “Just in passing, 


for instance, it might have pricked 
the ‘red bubble’ Grebanier was 
trying to blow up, if he had been 
confronted with the statement he 
made in the Journal-American f¢ 
Jan. 3, 1940, that neither he nor 
his wife (alias Francesca Vinci- 
guerra, to use the Rapp-Coudert 
technique) had ever belonged to 
the Communist Party!” 

When my husband said that I 
had never belonged to the Com- 
munist Party, he was telling the 
truth. For proof of the fact, if 
proof were needed, call upon Com- 
rade Cowl, or better, on Comrade 
Hill-Salter who often taxed my 
husband with lack of zeal for his 
failure to lead me into the com- 
radely fold. 

As for what you are pleased to 
call my alias, you will find my 
name, Francesca Vinciguerra, bla- 
zoned in the publicity notices of 


my first novel (1927), on the 
jacket of my most recent biog- 
raphy (1940) and on page 2805 
of the current Who's Who—all 


without benefit of Rapp-Coudert 
technique. 





know that the name, both in Ital- 
ian and in its English translation, 
Frances Winwar, is not at all 
popular with the present Fascist 
regime. I mention this simply be- 
cause members of the Young Com- 
munist League at Brooklyn Col- 
lege have been instructed to 
spread the lie that I am “the 
leader of a well-known Fascist 
organization.” Let them name 
that mythical body and I shall 
fling in their faces the tangible 
facts of my public anti-Fascist 
career. 

For the sake of the record I am 
sending a copy of this letter to 
Prof. George S. Counts and to the 
editor of The New Leader. 





ONE OF THE FINEST 
NEWS PUBLICATIONS 

From ABRAHAM G. DUKER 
To the Editor: 

I am enclosing 
donation for 
publications of 
opinions. 


modest 
finest 
and 


my 
of the 
information 


one 














from the party membership. It might also interest you to Good luck to you! 
———— ——— candidate of the Communist-cap- A. F. of L. to Hold 1941 
U 5 to Probe tured wing of the A.L.P., and the Convention in Seattle 
” . only congressman who voted NEW ORLEANS, La.—The 1941 
| * d against all defense measures. convention of the American Fed- 
g ection Fun s This year's report will not show eration of Labor, its sixty-first, 
. any such figures as the $500,000 will be held in Seattle, Wash., the 
of Lewis, S.L.P. contributed four years ago by the Executive Board announced this 
Mine Workers to the Roosevelt week. 
campaign, nor the $50,000 which One highlight o »¢ nti 
WASHINGTON, D. C.—A spe- was lent two years ago to the city is the pe ni Suuee ae ae 
cial grand jury investigating Democratic National Committee greatest project in the world 
campaign expenditures called and subsequently repaid. completely built by men who be- 
John L. Lewis, as chairman of Before the inquiry is finished long to the American Federation 
Labor’s Non-Partisan League, to the following will be called as of Labor. 
testify late this week. Witnesses: Arnold Peterson sec- 7 = = 
Official records of League ex- retary of the national executive the S.L.P. despite its many 
pendiiures up to October 30, show committee of the Socialist Labor branches and meetings is practi- 
¢ontributions of $2000 to two can- Party; Alexander Trachtenberg, cally defunct as a political organ- 


didates in Minnesota and one in 
New York, all three being close 
to the “Communist wing” of the 
C1,0. The New York candidate, 
obviously, was Vito Marcantonio, 


treasurer of the national election 
campaign committee of the Com- 
munist Party. The calling of 
Peterson marks a unique depar- 
ture in government inquiries for 


ization. 

In 1936 the Communist Party 
spent about $1.25 per véte re- 
ceived, the highest amount so dis- 
bursed by any party. 
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Editorials 


WARNING TO LABOR’S FOES 


HE Judiciary Committee of the House has appointed . 


a sub-committee to consider proposals designed to curb 
labor's right to strike in the defense industries. In doing so 
the committee, while technically within its rights to propose 
legislation dealing with labor problems, is impinging upon 
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Labor and Education, 
which under normal circumstances deals with these ques- 
tions. The Judiciary Committee's intervention at this time 
is due to the scheme hatched by labor's enemies in Congress 
to take advantage of the national emergency for the pur- 
pose of hamstringing labor and whittling down the entire 
body of labor legislation adopted in recent years. Any 
anti-strike law affecting the defense industries would be 
an entering wedge against labor's rights all along the line. 

We do not believe the scheme of labor's enemies will be 
successful if labor and its friends hasten to organize an 
effective opposition and the Administration takes such 
further steps as may be necessary for speedy and efficient 
adjustment of disputes. 

The objective circumstances existing certainly do not 
justify any such drastic action as is contemplated by the 
House Judiciary Committee. These gentlemen should keep 
in mind the simple fact that the best way to provoke a 
nation-wide labor conflict and disorganize American industry 
is to strip labor of its right to strike and make the rank 
and file feel that government and industry are trying to 
take undue advantage of labor. 

The fact is that the number of strikes in recent months 
and weeks has been unusually small. According to Labor 
Department statistics the situation shows a marked improve- 
ment over the comparable period of 1916-17. While the 
newspapers gave much publicity to the Vultee aircraft strike, 
engineered by Communists, they failed to emphasize the 
good work done by the labor advisory committee under 
Sidney Hillmann, an arm of the National Advisory Defense 
Committee, in settling amicably some 200 labor disputes. 
We continue to maintain that both from a political and 
organizational viewpoint it would be better to have an 
instrument such as the War Labor Board of 1917-18 to 
handle these problems, but the fact is that industrial dis- 
putes do not now constitute a major problem justifying any 
such drastic action as curbing the right to strike. No legis- 
lation forbidding strikes will stop strikers and interruptions 
of industry where justifiable motives exist. On the other 
hand, labor is less likely to resort to strikes if it feels that 
its right to strike is unimpaired but should be used with 
discretion both in its own interest and the interest of 
national defense. 

It is time for labor's enemies to understand that the day 
when labor could be treated as a poor relation in govern- 
ment and industry is over. Look at England, where labor 
constitutes the backbone of the nation’s war effort. 

President Green of the A.F. of L. stated the issue clearly 
and fairly when he demanded that we follow the British 
example and give labor representation on all important 
production, social and political agencies having to do with 
national defense. Labor is ready and willing to make all 
the sacrifices necessary, but it expects all others to make 
equal sacrifices. It will not tolerate any stabs in the back 
by enemies of the trade union movement. Much more than 
industry, labor is conscious of the issues involved in this war. 
American labor, like British labor, knows that this is labor's 
war, that the defeat of England would be the defeat of 
America, too, and of all that the labor movement hopes 
and fights for. 

“‘We must substitute for feeling consideration for the 
larger objectives of the moment,” Mr. Green told an 
audience of trade unionists in New York this week. “We 
must look beyond the present to the future and give more 
than we have ever given before. We must give the best 
service of which American workers are capable. American 
workers must rise to new heights, not merely as trade union- 
ists but as Americans, in this hour of crisis.” 

We have no doubt that Mr. Green spoke the minds of 
the overwhelming majority of America’s workers. Let those 
who now conspire against them by devising dangerous and 
utterly unnecessary anti-strike laws take note. Let them 
not monkey with the buzz-saw. 


PATRIOTIC? NO, STUPID 


N times of public excitement, wisdom and courage are 
needed, and are likely to come into action, but folly also 
crops out. 

In the New York City high schools—and no doubt the 
same tendency prevails elsewhere —the number of stu- 
dents learning German has fallen from nearly 23,000 in 
1934 (the year after Hitler came to power) to 16,000 in 
1936, to 12,000 in 1938, and to a little over 10,000 this 
year. 

This sort of thing isn’t patriotism. It is stupidity. It 
starts with the assumption that all Germans are Nazis, 
which is grossly untrue. But if the assumption were true, 
the action would be stupid. Even from a purely military 
standpoint, familiarity with the enemy's language makes 
for efficiency in fighting. For ordinary utilitarian purposes, 
a knowledge of German will be valuable when the youths 
now in high school are of college age or older—and that no 
matter how badly Nazist Germany may be beaten. And 
anyhow, to express hatred of Nazism by denying oneself 
the ability to read Schiller and Heine in the original is an 
example of ‘“‘cutting off one’s nose to spite one’s face.” 


THE DEVIL MUST DIE 


HE biggest news of the week is not Argyrokastro nor 

Sidi Barani, but Hitler's speech, which may well mark the 
turning point in the war. 

It seemed like a new Hitler that spoke on Tuesday—no 
longer the braggart war-lord, hurling his lightnings, striking 
down nation after nation, reveling in destruction, insulting 
his victims, threatening ever new terrors, but a somewhat 
baffled and hesitant Hitler, speaking in fairly sober tones 
and even attempting a note of sweet reasonableness. Not 
really a new Hitler, of course, but Hitler playing a new role 
under changed circumstances. 

The speech returns to a line of pseudo-socialist propa- 
ganda which played a large part in his rise to power, but 
has been little heard for the last seven years. It is addressed 
to the common people of Germany, not as Germans, not 
as Nordics, not as supermen, but as the poor, the disinherited, 
the victims of exploitation and social injustice, and it paints 
for them the picture of a new golden age, an age of plenty 
for all, of peace and security beyond the wilderness of war. 
The nationalist note is subordinated. The note of class 
struggle takes its place. Capitalism is the enemy. One almost 
expects the band to strike up the air of the International. 
In a word, the Hitler who spoke on Tuesday is the old-time 
Hitler, the plagiarizer of Leninism, the idol of the Storm 
Troopers—and he expects them to forget the Blood Bath 
of 1934, in which he anticipated Stalin's extermination of 
the Old Bolsheviks. 

The significance of Hitler's speech is doubled by the 
rather clumsy reduplication of it in Rome the next day, when 
the Messagero declared that this war “‘is a grandiose revo- 
lution destined to institute new ethical-social values from 
which all peoples will benefit." Rather clumsy, for the 
Lavoro Fascista simultaneously let the cat out of the bag by 
announcing that ‘a cold, clear, pitiless vengeance’ is to be 
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wreaked upon “‘those Italians who have not the heart to 
hold out to victory and who are not worthy of it.” 

Neither such military and naval defeats as Italy had thus 
far suffered, nor the even more important stalemate of 
Hitler's blitzkrieg on both the British and the Balkan fronts, 
would be enough in itself to explain these speeches. What 
they show is that Hitler and Mussolini know what we had 
hardly dared to hope for so soon—that they are losing their 
hold upon the minds of their own-people, that they feel 
the earth trembling under their feet, which is a much more 
terrifying experience than any storm above ground. 

The ignorantly sincere popular enthusiasm which in Italy 
and still more in Germany brought the dictators to power 
can never be restored. Such moral forces cannot be ré- 
juvenated after they have begun to die. Forced obedience 
there may be for a while, but “‘never glad confident morning 
again.” 

Only a series of brilliant victories for the German and 
Italian arms could temporarily stop the crumbling of totali- 
tarian morale—and it takes no prophetic genius now to see 
that the brilliant victories are much more likely to be on 
the other side. The failure of the Italian invasion of Egypt 
will release British troops for use in the Balkans as well as 
in Ethiopia and will release British ships to finish the 
breaking of Italian naval power in the Mediterranean, all 
the way from Suez to Gibraltar. And meanwhile, Britain 
“takes it on the chin’’ with true democratic endifrance and 
strikes back with true democratic vigor. American aid _ is 
going to increase, not so rapidly as we might wish, but 
enough to count. Smaller nations that have been hesitating 
—Bulgaria and Yugoslavia at one corner of Europe and 
Spain at another—are not going to jump into action to save 
Hitler and Mussolini; the task of ruling Norway, Denmark, 
Holland, and Belgium is not going to become easier; and 
there is already evidence that the French people are begin- 
ning to get back their nerve. 

If there is a grave danger in sight at this moment, it is 
not that the Red-Black-Brown Axis will win the war, but 
that the democratic peoples will yield to a ‘‘peace offensive” 
which may soon be launched, and will consent to a settle- 
ment on terms which it would be possible for the dictator- 
ships to accept. ‘ 

When the Devil is sick, he may talk like a saint. Let 
the Devil get well, the devil a saint is he. The Devil must die. 


BEST AND SECOND-BEST 


THE suggestion that, since Britain's existence is essential 

to our safety, we should provide war material gratis for 
use on that first line of our defense is perfectly reasonable. 
Unfortunately, as some wise man once said, though man 
is a reasoning animal he is not always a reasonable one, 
and human unreasonableness is a factor that every reason- 
able man must take into account. 

Everyone sces now that it is wise for the community to 
provide fire protection and basic schooling to all the people 
at public expense. Yet no more than a century ago this was 
a debatable question. There were those who said that if 
anyone wanted help when his house took fire or if anyone 
wanted his children educated, he should pay for it himself— 
if he would not or could not, that was just too bad. To run 
schools and fire brigades on a non-commercial basis, it was 
argued, would pauperize the people and bankrupt the nation. 
It took a good many years to popularize a_ perfectly 
logical idea. 

But if we are not ready to apply the same sound reason- 
ing to our national defense overseas, then the second-best 
thing will be to amend the Johnson Act so as to enable our 
British front-line fighters to get planes, tanks, guns, and 
other war goods on credit—and let it be on the easiest 
credit terms, if we care more for our nation’s safety than 
for profit to the masters of industry. 


TERROR AND MORALE 


HAT has been going on for the last three months in 

Great Britain reminds us of an opinion which The New 
Leader expressed more than three years ago, when Franco's 
airmen were bombing the noncombatant population of 
Spanish cities and (because the Republican forces were 
wofully short of combat planes and anti-aircraft guns) were 
killing and maiming women, children, old men, and invalids 
at a rate that the German raiders over London have not 
been able to match. On rather scant grounds in the current 
news we then ventured to assert that, however effective air 
warfare might prove when directed against military objec- 
tives, including industrial plants and transport facilities, air 
attack upon non-combatants would not effect its purpose— 
that is, it would not break civilian morale. Further develop- 
ments in Spain confirmed our judgment, which has been 
still further verified by British experience within the last 
three months. 

Our opinion was based on the teachings of modern 
psychology. Acute fear is one of the most elemental emo- 
tions, under some conditions a very powerful one. Carried 
to a certain degree of intensity it may temporarily negate 
the will to act as well as the power of thinking. But in most 
normal persons such paralyzing fear does not last long. By 
a process which the biochemists are helping us to understand, 
fear becomes transmuted into anger, and the will to flee, 
to hide, to grovel and beg for mercy, gives place to a 
vigorous will to fight. Even those who are cowards by 
temperament can behave like heroes when they get angry 
enough. 

This is not contradicted by the undeniable and serious 
phenomenon of panic, which is sudden terror striking all 
the individuals in a crowd simultaneously and intensified in 
each by sympathy with the other. The point is that panic 
is a temporary condition. Nor does what we have said 
apply to what might be called “‘cold fear’’—that is, the 
condition of being continuously afraid, not of real or present 
dangers only, but especially of such as are, rightly or 
wrongly, thought to lurk in the future. That is quite a 
different thing from sudden terror. 

The Nazis seem to be learning the lesson—rather slowly, 
as bullies do—and are adopting a different and more 
formidable system of air warfare. Morale can stand up 
against the indiscriminate bombing of inhabited places, and 
even be strengthened by it. But when, as now, tremendous 
air attacks are concentrated upon centers of industry and 
transportation it is a different story. The damage done is 
material, and only by material means of protection or of 
defense by counter-attack can it be met. 
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